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InCHOIRing Minds
KCDA 2014 SUMMER CONVENTION
Thursday, July 10 through Saturday, July 12
Ramada Convention Center - TOPEKA
Thursday, July 10
8:00 a.m. Pop/Show/Vocal Jazz Reading Session #1
9:00 a.m. Tim Seelig – Quick Fixes: Prescriptions for
Every Choral Challenge
10:00 a.m. Holiday Music Reading Session #2
11:00 a.m. Tim Seelig – The Music Within
Jan Holthus/Elise Peterson – Starting
an Honor Choir with Your Feeder
Elementary Schools
12:15 p.m. Lunch (on own) – Or New Teacher Luncheon
1:45 p.m. Tim Seelig Reading Session #3
2:45 p.m. Exhibits Grand Opening
3:30 p.m. CPDL Reading Session #4
Jennifer Cannady/Lee Reusner –
Maintaining Good Vocal Health as a Singer
4:30 p.m. Middle School/Junior High Reading
Session #5a
High School/College Reading Session #5b
5:30 p.m. Supper (on own)
7:30 p.m. KCDA LIVE!
8:30 p.m. Exhibits Open/Reception
Friday, July 11
8:00 a.m. Men’s & Women’s Music Reading Session #6
9:00 a.m. Visit Exhibits and Resource Room
9:30 a.m. Laura Farnell – Putting the FUN in
Choral Fundamentals
10:30 a.m. Door Prize Drawing

10:45 a.m. Laura Farnell – Teaching the Male
Changing Voice
Julie Yu/Joshua Oppenheim - Conducting
11:45 a.m. Luncheon (included in registration)
1:00 p.m. Laura Farnell Reading Session #7
Kevin McBeth – Style is Color Blind:
Spirituals for All Singers
2:00 p.m. Last Call for Exhibits
2:30 p.m. Rotating Interest Sessions
Tiffani Thompson/Cindy Sheppard –
Technology apps
Michael Hanawalt – Effective Rehearsal Feedback
Marie Lerner-Sexton – Sight-Singing for the
Real World
John Stafford – Starting a Vocal Jazz Ensemble
4:00 p.m. State Performance List Reading Session #8a
Music for Worship Reading Session #8b
5:00 p.m. Supper (on own)
7:30 p.m. Cathedral Concert
KCDA All-State Women’s Chorus,
Elaine Quilichini, Conductor
ARISE, Shawn Chastain, Conductor
Saturday, July 12
8:00 a.m. Elaine Quilichini Interest Session
9:00 a.m. Tried and Proven Reading Session #9
10:00 a.m. Elaine Quilichini Reading Session #10
Christy Elsner – Gadgets for Singing
11:00 a.m. Closing Ceremony
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A

s I made my trip to the annual KMEA
Convention last February, I kept thinking “it’s sure nice to not have a weather
threat!” I apparently spoke too soon, as the
weather turned icy and snowy for Saturday and
(for some) Sunday travel back to homes. Who
would have thought? Haven’t we had enough
snow?! Regardless, the In-Service Workshop
was alive and kickin’ with high attendance, outstanding performing groups, a non-“ghost
town” Exhibitors Hall, and a wonderful time to
foster and build new relationships with those
who make our craft so great. I am constantly
reminded of not only my love for choral music
education, but also of the fantastic people in all
music levels that I am lucky enough to call colleagues and friends.
As KMEA continues to grow and expand,
our old, faithful Century II building does not
expand, and with that we continually have to
explore new options for events across all music
mediums. I am proud to say that our KCDA
events adapted beautifully: we had a wonderful
reading session and luncheon at the Drury
Hotel, and the KCDA Treble Choir had their
rehearsals moved into the Century II Service
Center with a very nice concert Friday afternoon. It was a smooth transition and, with the
hard work of the KCDA Board Members, our
“changes” for 2014 worked out very well. The
board’s professionalism and tireless efforts make
me even more honored to be president of such
an outstanding group of people.
With that said, on behalf of the KCDA
Board members, it is my hope that you will mark
your calendars and pre-register NOW for the
2014 KCDA Summer Convention in Topeka,
July 10-12. I believe it is very important to reach
out and continue to provide a convention with
something for every level of teaching, and this
summer’s convention ABSOLUTELY fits the
bill. We will kick off the convention with Dr.
Tim Seelig. I remember being completely
enthralled with Tim the last time he came to
Kansas, as he was wonderful in his approaches to
tone quality and choral building—I am so
thrilled that he will join us again. On Friday,
Laura Farnell will arrive from Arlington, Texas.

I had the privilege of
meeting this dynamic
lady at TCDA in
2012 and found her
presentations to be
great fun. Vibrant,
fresh energy and
enthusiasm will be
displayed as she discusses putting the
“fun” in choral fundamentals, and teaching the male changing voice—from the
female educator’s perspective. Other highlights
will include Christy Elsner presenting her
“Gadgets of Singing;” several of our own Kansas
Collegiate instructors will be presenting various
interest sessions; Elaine Quilichini, Director of
the Calgary Girls Choir, will be with us to conduct the Women’s Honor Choir performance
on Friday evening; and the choral ensemble,
ARISE (African Americans Renewing Interest in
Spirituals Ensemble) will perform under the
direction of former KCDA President Shawn
Chastain. In lieu of a regular Thursday night
performance, our Thursday evening promises to
be a very special night as many of our Harry
Robert Wilson Award Winners will be back for
“KCDA LIVE!,” a fun-filled night of their
words of wisdom, wit, advice, and fun as they
recall their “fondest” and maybe “not-so-fondest” memories of teaching choral music. I’m
sure it will be an entertaining, social evening for
all.
Oh, and did I mention that we will have ten
different reading sessions? This summer’s convention will undoubtedly have a variety of
options for everyone and, hopefully, will be a
way to reconnect with old colleagues, meet new
friends, and leave the sessions inspired and
refreshed with a readiness for the upcoming
year. While summer provides a needed time to
relax, slow down, and step away from it all, why
not step into the Topeka Ramada and join us for
KCDA 2014? It will be a step in a great direction.

KCDA BOARD MEMBERS 2013-2014

The Editor’s Box

A

n adage suggests that buttered
bread always lands buttered-side
down. A separate adage claims
that a cat always lands feet-first. Physics,
then, suggests that if you attach a piece
of buttered bread—buttered side up—to
the back of a cat and drop the cat from a
reasonable height, the cat will spin in the
air. This would be a clear representation
of suspended animation (as well as a call
to suspend disbelief . . .).
It’s quite possible that the life of an
educator is well represented by a feline
affixed with buttered bread, spinning
about, physically unable to find repose. The job itself is enough.
Add to it family and other loved ones, hobbies, personal goals and
personal needs, and a teacher’s feet may never touch the floor. The
acquired ability to be fully present, prepared, and functional in all of
these areas requires something that certainly borders on—if not
fully rests on—grace.
This issue of the Choral Range highlights the issues of the paragraph above. On the one hand, and as is customary with our spring
edition, we highlight the summer convention and the many, many
opportunities to learn of techniques and literature that assist us in
our work (knowledge is power, you know!). And on the other, this
edition gives a quick look into the lives of the people who add more
to their lives by serving on the KCDA Board—a quick look at where
they’ve worked, where they trained, and most importantly what is
important to them. It makes us all almost human . . .
Our president suggests that we take a step away from the busyness, and take a step toward a slower pace, a time of repose and
reflection and learning, and especially toward being reinvigorated
by one another by coming together in Topeka at the summer convention. If you can get your feet on the floor, please do take that
step.
Else the kitty keeps on a-spinnin’ . . .
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Convention
Laura Farnell

Survival Strategies for Teaching the Male Changing
Voice

Laura Farnell is an active choral composer, clinician, accompanist, and adjudicator. After graduating summa cum laude
from Baylor University with a Bachelor of
Music Education in Choral Music (with a
piano emphasis), Laura taught elementary music for two years. She then taught
for eight years at Boles Junior High in Arlington ISD, during
which time the choir program earned numerous Texas UIL
sweepstakes awards. She was honored by her school with
Teacher of the Year awards in 2000 and 2003, and in 2004
she received an Excellence in Education Award as the
Arlington Independent School District’s outstanding Junior
High Teacher of the Year.
Laura enjoys working with middle school students and
presently serves as an invited clinician for district, region,
and state honor choirs across the country. She also presents
workshops for choir directors at both district and state levels,
and has been featured at music conferences in Illinois, Iowa,
Mississippi, Oklahoma, Texas, and Wisconsin. A prolific
composer, she especially enjoys writing and arranging music
for choirs at the middle school level. She is represented by
several music publishers with more than sixty compositions
in publication.
Laura is a member of the Texas Music Educators
Association, Texas Choral Directors Association, the Texas
Music Adjudicators’ Association, and The American Society
of Composers, Authors and Publishers. She and her husband, Russell, and their sons Ryan (5) and Will (1), attend
First Presbyterian Church of Arlington, Texas, where Russell
serves as Minister of Music and Laura directs the children’s
choirs

With their voices changing almost daily, teaching adolescent males to sing can be a daunting task, especially for the
female choir director. Farnell will share ideas for encouraging pitch matching, selecting literature with appropriate
ranges, classroom management, and generating enthusiasm
for singing in your choral program to help you and your
young male singers not only survive, but also thrive during
their voice change!

Interest Sessions:
Putting the FUN in Choral FUNdamentals
Be confident that your choir’s sound is built on a solid
foundation. Farnell brings tips and techniques to establish
the basics for musical and vocal excellence. Her ideas keep
instruction fresh and fun, while preserving high expectations
for student engagement and performance. Techniques will
specifically focus on cultivating beautiful tone, unified vowel
formation and key musical concepts and details crucial to a
successful performance.
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Tim Seelig
Tim Seelig is a conductor, singer,
teacher and motivational speaker. In addition to serving as Artistic Director and
Conductor of the Golden Gate
Performing Arts and San Francisco Gay
Men’s Chorus, he continues an extremely
busy guest-conducting schedule throughout the U.S. and across the globe. He is
Conductor Emeritus of the Turtle Creek Chorale, which he
conducted for 20 years, and was the founder of The
Women’s Chorus of Dallas and Resounding Harmony, a
philanthropic choir of Dallas/Fort Worth. He also served on
the faculty of Southern Methodist University for 14 years.
Dr. Seelig holds four degrees, including the DMA from
the University of North Texas and the Diploma from the
Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria. He has numerous books
and DVDs on choral technique, including best-sellers The
Perfect Blend and The Perfect Rehearsal. Other publications include The Perfect Choral Workbook, Quick Choral
Fixes and The Music Within. His newest book and DVD,
The Language of Music, is recently released.
Known for his enthusiasm and sense of humor, Grammy
Magazine writes “Dr. Seelig takes eclecticism to new
heights,” and Fanfare Magazine proclaims that Seelig raises
singers from “the ranks of amateur choir to one receiving
wide recognition for excellent performances of appealing,
fresh repertoire.” The New York Times calls Seelig an
“expressive performer,” and the Fort Worth Star
Telegram quips, “Seelig slices a thick cut of ham.”
He is the proud grandfather of the amazing Clara Skye.

Headliners
Interest Sessions:
Quick Fixes: Prescriptions for Every Choral
Challenge:
Rehearsal begins. You do the warm-ups you have
selected. You start singing the repertoire and the group
singing bears no resemblance to the one you warmed
up. You panic for a moment. Then you remember that
you do, indeed, know how to fix the problems you are
hearing. What do you do?
Listen
Diagnose the symptom
Prescribe and administer the “fix”
Move on, feeling like a genius.
Most often, your singers really do not understand
the correlation between the warm-ups and the repertoire. By stopping midstream and using the music they
are singing, the two are tied together in their minds.
This session will give you the tools you need to fix choral
issues on the fly and immediately.

The Music Within: Discovering the Joy . . .
Again.
As children, we all knew the joy of singing, dancing,
painting, laughing—to the top of our lungs and outside
the lines. Along the way, however, our joy and creativity
were muted by those around us, including family, friends,
and, all too often, our teachers. This session will remind
you of those days and help you rediscover the creativity
volume knob and turn it back up to forte where it
belongs. Told through personal stories, every listener
will relate to the journey and experiences. The session

will include multi-media, music, even a little dancing. Irresistible
and life-changing.

Elaine Quilichini
Elaine Quilichini is recognized internationally for her exceptional musicianship, distinguished work and extraordinary gift for
inspiring others. As a Master of Music
(Kodály), she has served as a clinician, lecturer, adjudicator and guest conductor across
Canada, the United States, Australia, Japan,
Argentina, Brazil and the Canary Islands.
In 1995, Ms. Quilichini founded the
Calgary Girls Choir, and with her vision and passion has built it
into one of the most celebrated choirs in the world. Ms.
Quilichini conducted the University of Calgary Women’s Choir
for over ten years and continues to lead an active music studio. A
notable indication of Ms.Quilichini’s stature in the choral community is her successful choral series published by Alliance
Music Publishing, Houston, Texas. She is also a recipient of the
Alberta Choral Federation’s “con spirito” award for her contributions to the choral arts.

See HEADLINERS, pg. 12

Register for the

KCDA SUMMER
CONVENTION!
Registration form on page 6
Details online at:
www.kansaschoral.com/
summer-convention
Choral Range n Page 5
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Sounds of Singing
KCDA Treble Choir
Christine Freeman – R&S
Chair for Children’s Choirs
“What an amazing sound!” was
the exclamation heard from many
audience members following the
2014 KCDA Statewide Treble
Honor Choir performance at
KMEA in Wichita—the sound of
200 5th- through 9th-grade
unchanged voices was the talk of the day. The competition this year was stiff, as 700 singers from across the
state submitted auditions. The clinician, Angie
Johnson, Artistic Director of the Naperville Young
Singers, was blown away with the level of participation—Kansas is a singing state!
After being introduced to the students, Ms.
Johnson began with some delightfully creative and
engaging activities to wake up the students and get
their voices going (some of whom had been on the road
since the wee hours of the morning!). The first time
they sang in unison, everyone in the room stopped to
listen; we knew right away that this was a special group,
as the sound was pure and simply beautiful.
Ms. Johnson led the choir through a reading of the
five concert songs and, even more impressive than their
sound, was their level of preparation. The students sang
confidently and made very few mistakes—what a credit
to our state’s music teachers! Ms. Johnson was thrilled
with the opportunity to spend the day on larger musical
concepts. She built a unified sound, incorporated
movement and energy into the sound, helped students
experiment with imagery, played with dynamics,
shaped vowels, and worked to attain precise consonants. Wouldn’t you love to do that with your choirs all
day, every day?
At one point, Mrs. Johnson asked the students,
“What does music mean to you?” The answers were as
varied as you can imagine. “Music helps me relax.”
“Music helps me think.” “Music helps me express my
feelings.” “Music connects me to my past.” “Music is
my life, my whole world.” “I would be a different person without music.” She then had them sing a passage
from one of the pieces and the emotion that resounded
in that room could fill your heart many times.
The day was productive and the result was a glorious performance. The students were engaged and

expressive and had the audience from the first note.
Chloe Easley from Christ the King-Topeka remarked,
“It was one of the best experiences that I have ever
had.” The literature selected by Mrs. Johnson was well
received by singers and listeners alike. Hunter Gjovig
of California Trail-Olathe said, “It was a good day. I
loved singing ‘There Has to Be a Song.’ It really means
something.” Overall, this outstanding (and exhausted)
group of young people experienced something special
in a rare opportunity to perform with likeminded peers.
Hayley Mordecai from Norton and Janaeha Dinkel
from Sharon Springs agreed. “We liked singing with so
many other good singers!” they exclaimed.
KMEA
President
Avian Bear recently distributed statistics regarding the average ACT
score of Kansas high
school All-State participants, which are significantly higher than the
state and national averages. The statistics reveal
that these students are
high achievers in music
and in other academic
areas. They undoubtedly
begin their musical
careers with passionate
elementary and middle
school teachers who
inspire them each and
every day. Spending a day Angie Johnson
with these polite, positive,
hard-working and dedicated Treble Honor Choir students inspires and encourages me to believe that there
is a bright future ahead for music, the arts, our state,
our country and our world. If there are outstanding students like our Kansas young people in every state being
energized by outstanding teachers like you, then there
is reason to hope!
Thank you, teachers, for your unceasing dedication
to these young people and for allowing me the chance
to work with you and your fabulous students. I hope
you will consider submitting auditions from your fifth
through ninth graders next year in early October; information available at www.KansasChoral.com.
Choral Range n Page 7
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KCDA Congratulations!
Garden City’s Jane Vanderhoff Recognized as
KMEA Music Educator of the Year

“S

urprise was written all over
her face as Jane Vanderhoff,
choir director at Garden City
High School, was presented with the
Kansas Music Educators Association’s
highest honor—music educator of the
year—right before the start of the
GCHS boys’ basketball game Friday
night.”
So began the article in the January
19, 2014 Garden City Telegram, highlighting Vanderhoff’s recognition. Following the singing of
the National Anthem by her GCHS Show Choir, athletic
director Martin Segovia escorted Vanderhoff to center court
to make the surprise presentation.
KMEA President Craig Manteuffel was on hand to make
the presentation that apparently caught Vanderhoff off guard.
“Martin starts dragging me out there, and I was like, ‘What in
the world is going on?’” Vanderhoff related.
As part of the presentation, KMEA’s Manteuffel noted the
positive influence Vanderhoff has had not only on her students, but also on fellow music educators.
“Jane has taught for 35 years, and most of those years have
been in southwest Kansas.
Lynn Unruh, the Southwest
KMEA District PresidentElect from Cimarron High
School, stated that Jane has
devoted her life to sharing her
love of music with young people and helping them develop
their musical abilities, and that
she has touched countless lives
and instilled in them her love
for music,” Manteuffel said.
“Lynn met Jane when she first
began teaching. She had
watched Jane work with choirs
and was quite impressed with
her teaching abilities and skills.
Lynn said she learned a long
time ago that if you want to be

successful, you should surround yourself with successful educators and watch how they teach. As a new teacher, Lynn
looked for support, ideas and encouragement. Jane went out
of her way to be friendly, kind and approachable. GCHS
Music Teachers Summer Miller and Lyle Sobba speak very
highly of Jane as an educator, colleague and friend.”
Members of the KCDA Board know Jane as energetic,
passionate, committed and dependable, broadly skilled, and
above all humble and down-to-earth. Her bubbly and selfdeprecating sense of humor ensures that she—if you’ll pardon
the pun (and know her well enough to “get” it)—never thinks
too highly of herself.
“I wish that every teacher could have the experience of
being validated, appreciated, thanked, recognized, and honored in such a special way—a ‘thank you’ goes such a long
way!” Vanderhoff says. “It gives us the energy and power to be
everything our students need, and to see ourselves as making
a difference. I have received so many nice notes from community members, co-workers, former students—even in their
50s! It still seems unbelievable to be honored in this way.”
KCDA is proud of your accomplishments, Jane, and honored to call you a friend and colleague!
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Who is KCDA?

A brief biographical foray into the lives of the members
of the Kansas Choral Directors Association Board
Dr. Mark Bartel – Friends University
R&S Chair for College & University
Choirs

nership (not the same “work” but carry the same “weight”)
between what I do and what they do.

How many years you have been in the
choral field?

Dirt that grows things; plants; mountains; water; skiing; hiking;
and camping. Yes, I know Kansas doesn’t have all of those things!

25 (Although technically I’ve been involved
since the age of 3 when I apparently filled in the
rest at the end of the “Hallelujah! Chorus” with
my own toddler version of “Hallelujah!”)

Your present position; how long you’ve been there.
I am Associate Professor of Music and Director of Choral
Music at Friends University in Wichita, a position I’ve held since
2005. Since 2010 I have been the Artistic Director of the Wichita
Chamber Chorale.

Note previous choral positions.
I have filled two full-time church music positions in Winnipeg,
MB, Canada, and filled two university positions in Canada—at
Canadian Mennonite University in Winnipeg, and an adjunct position at the University of Western Ontario, London, ON. I also
taught at London District Christian Secondary School in London,
ON. South of the border I filled an adjunct position at Hobart and
William Smith Colleges in Geneva, New York, and previously
served as Artistic Director of the Wichita Community Children’s
Choir.

Education background (including high school!)
Eden Christian College, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON, Canada
(high school); Canadian Mennonite University – Bachelor of
Religious Studies; University of Winnipeg – BA; Southern
Methodist University Meadows School of the Arts – MM Voice;
Southern Methodist University Perkins School of Theology –
MSM Conducting; Eastman School of Music – DMA Choral
Conducting

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
The opportunity to facilitate the realization of human capacity
to serve one another, to achieve their potential, and to offer a creative response to the creator.

What you have found to be the most important element or
responsibility of your work?
To develop a holistic vision for how choirs and choral programs
can discover and achieve their goals, which involves an equal part-

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?

Gretchen Bixler – Goddard
Eisenhower High School
Advertising and Exhibitor Facilitator
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
22

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I am in my first year as vocal instructor at Goddard
Eisenhower High School.

Note previous choral positions.
Prior to Eisenhower I taught at Wichita Stucky Middle School,
Wichita Southeast High School, Nickerson Junor/Senior High
School, and Plainville Junior/Senior High School.

Education background (including high school!)
Baldwin City High School, Baldwin City, Kansas; Baker
University – BM Music Education; Wichita State University – MM
Music Education

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
Seeing and hearing the difference between performances from
the fall to the spring. Also, helping kids to see that singing can last
a lifetime. I teach/preach about all the opportunities available to
them after public school education.

What you have found to be the most important element or
responsibility of your work?
Having to wear so many hats as an educator, and helping kids
to be successful through performance of singing together—learning teamwork.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
Summer sports, travel, Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure, and
singing in three choirs outside of school.

See BOARD BIOS, pg. 12
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CLINICIAN BIOS, from page 4
Ms. Quilichini is on the faculty of the International Summer
Academy of Choral Conducting and Music Pedagogy in Las
Palmas, Canary Islands and is Artistic Director of the Nebraska
Wesleyan University and the Wichita State University summer
choral programs. She also continues to serve at the New
England Conservatory in Boston as conductor of their youth
and children’s choral summer program. In 2010, Ms. Quilichini
accepted invitations to conduct the Children’s Honor Choirs at

both the Eastern and North Central Division Conferences of
the American Choral Directors Association, as well as the
Virginia Organization of Kodály Educators (VOKE) Children’s
Choir Festival in Fairfax in 2010 and 2011.
Global Television recently recognized Ms. Quilichini as a
“Woman of Vision,” an award that celebrates women whose
passion, talent, and commitment is reflected in their achievements: a perfect fit for Ms. Quilichini’s contributions.

BOARD BIOS, from page 10

Kevin Bogan – United Methodist
Church, Leawood
R&S Chair for Music & Worship

it cannot be done alone. As we experience the joy of choral music
we bond and make lasting relationships with those we sing with
and those that we minister to. It doesn’t get better than that.

How many years you have been in the
choral field?

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?

25

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I am currently the Director of Traditional/Blended Worship
Arts at the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in
Leawood, Kansas. I have been here almost 10 years.

Note previous choral positions.
Since 1990 I have been involved in full time church music in
Arkansas, Florida and Kansas. Prior to that I did part time
church music in Arkansas while working on my degrees. My full
time work began in Florida just after graduation where I served
two churches, First United Methodist Church and First
Presbyterian Church, both in Boca Raton, Florida from 1990 to
2003. I then moved back home to Fayetteville, Arkansas to be
the Director of Music at Central United Methodist Church, the
largest United Methodist Church in Arkansas until 2004 when I
came to Church of the Resurrection, my current position.

Education background (including high school!)
Fayetteville High School, Fayetteville, Arkansas; University
of Arkansas-Fayetteville – BM Piano and Vocal Performance;
University of Arkansas-Fayetteville – MM Choral Conducting;
(An interesting fact, I traveled further to go to High School, than
I did to go to College. I had to go through the University of
Arkansas campus to get to my High School!)

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
Seeing people moved by the music that we sing at the church
is my utmost satisfaction. When people are truly blessed and
drawn closer to God through the art of choral music everyone
involved is blessed!

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
Other than preparing a new set of music every seven days, I
think the most important part of my work is connecting people
with people and with art. The great thing about choral music is
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When I’m not doing choral work I enjoy doing musical
direction for local theaters and sometimes even acting in productions. I love to travel and am an award winning cook!

Amy Brown – Wichita Northwest
High School
R&S Chair for Women’s Choirs
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
40

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
Wichita Northwest High School . . .and you didn’t tell me
how long!

Note previous choral positions.
Before beginning my public school teaching career, I served
as an adjunct instructor of voice and director of the Women’s
Chorus at WSU, and then taught for six years at Wilbur Middle
School in Wichita. Together with my husband, I have also performed at churches and retreats, served as soloists and worship
leaders at various churches in the Wichita area. In Kansas I’ve
served as choir director at Goddard United Methodist (14 years),
Hillside Christian (1 year), Riverside Christian (2 years) and in
Arizona I was Youth Bell and Choir Director at Valley
Presbyterian in Scottsdale, AZ.

Education background (including high school!)
Sunnyslope High School, Phoenix, Arizona; Arizona State
University - BM Choral Music Education; Wichita State
University - MM Vocal Performance

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
One of the greatest joys of being a choral educator is that
moment as a performance begins that the ensemble comes
together as one to create something that has never been done

See BOARD BIOS, pg. 14

CLINICIAN BIOS, from page 4
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BOARD BIOS, from page 12
and can never be recreated in exactly the same way. They get it,
I get it and the audience responds. We only achieve together
and there is nothing better. With the focus of our modern culture to small screens and personal isolation, this joint creation
becomes even more significant and I am honored to be a part of
it.

To foster an environment of community where individuals
care for one another and sing for something greater than him or
herself.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
I enjoy running, cooking, and spending time with my 2½-yearold little boy, Emmaus.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
I believe the most important element of my work—our
work—is to maintain the focus on exemplary character. No
honest choral performance can come if we haven’t done it right
during our preparation. This can often be the most difficult
thing to deal with as we deal with students and their lives;
sometimes the music seems to come last but it must always
touch their hearts and challenge them.

Lisa Cookson – Wichita Southeast
High R&S Chair for Women’s Choirs
Assistant

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.

Now I’m going to confess an obsession: I have been
researching the Smith/Brown genealogy and I am addicted! It
has been a wonderful adventure to discover our heritage. Part of
the reason this hobby came about was to discover more about
my father’s mother, Olive Burkhart Smith, who graduated from
the New England Conservatory of Music in 1912 as an exemplary pianist and organist. She was not only a genetic source of
my musical talent, but I was blessed that her teaching standards
were high and inspiring to the special piano student who
became my mother. Together they afforded me a terrific foundation and direction for my musical journeys and I am grateful.

How many years you have been in the
choral field?
23

I am in my 8th year at Wichita Southeast High School. I
also serve as Associate Director of Worship Arts at Aldersgate
United Methodist Church in Wichita.

Note previous choral positions.
I have taught at the elementary level (Renwick Andale,
Wichita Benton, Lincoln McPherson) which might not be outwardly a “choral” position, but it taught me that elementary
music teachers are very important in preparing our future choir
students! Other choral positions have been: Andover Middle
School, Curtis Middle School, and six years with the Kansas
Youth Choir.

Dustin Cates – Olathe East High
KCDA President-Elect

Education background (including high school!)

How many years you have been in the
choral field?

Haviland High School, Haviland, Kansas; Friends
University – BM Music Education; Wichita State University –
MM Music Education

10

Your present position; how long
you’ve been there.
I am in my second year at Olathe East
High School.

Note previous choral positions.
Prior to coming to Olathe East, I taught at Shawnee
Mission South High School and Raytown South High School.

Education background (including high school!)
Ruskin High School, Kansas City, Missouri; University of
Missouri-Kansas City – BM Music Education; Baker University
– MS School Leadership

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
Seeing the impact of what we do in the choir room has on
whom students are or are becoming.

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
Observing the growth of students both emotionally and
musically as they progress through their high school years. I
often tell my students that I am “living the dream!” Even
though they think I am being sarcastic (that statement usually
comes at the end of a long and stressful rehearsal), it is truly a
joy when I realize they experience the product of all their efforts
and are excited about the result.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
Creating a safe and comfortable environment where students can work together to create something beautiful through
choral music. I realize that most of my students will not become
music majors, but hopefully they learn how to work with others
toward a common goal as well as being future patrons of music
as adults.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
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Cooking, gardening, and spending time with my husband
and extended family.

Dr. Terry Crull – Fort Hays State
Northwest Kansas District
Representative
How many years you have been in the
choral field?

Connie Donatelli – Cowley College
R&S Chair for Two-Year Colleges
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
30+

35

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.

Currently I am in my 9th year at Ft Hays State University,
where I serve as Director of Choral Activities.

I am currently in my twentieth year at
Cowley College.

Note previous choral positions.

Note previous choral positions.

I began teaching in Ontario, California at Ontario Christian
School, where I had the music program grades 5-8 (2 choirs, 3
bands, and general music classes). I also coached basketball for
grades 7-9, and Joan taught the Elementary Music program. After
5 years we moved to Iowa, where I taught choir and band at
Unity Christian High School in Orange City, Iowa, and Joan
taught orchestra part-time (and four kids full-time). I also assisted
boys basketball big men (State Champs, 1986). Our next stop was
Mitchell, South Dakota, where for the next eight years I served in
the Music Department at Dakota Wesleyan University, and Joan
taught K-6 Music.
In 1996 we moved to Greeley, Colorado, where Joan continued with K-6 music, while I spent five years as Director of
Worship at 1st Presbyterian Church before beginning doctoral
studies at University of Northern Colorado.

Prior to Cowley College, I taught elementary vocal music in
Holton, and middle and high school vocal music in Remington,
Circle and Winfield.

Education background (including high school!)

Striving for excellence on a daily basis has been the driving
force that has guided me through the hundreds of students that I
have had the privilege to direct and teach.

Pecatonica High School, Pecatonica, Illinois; Dordt College –
BA Secondary Music Education; University of South Dakota –
MM Choral Conducting/Voice/Music Education; University of
Northern Colorado – DA Choral Conducting

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?

Education background (including high school!)
Chase County High School, Cottonwood Falls, Kansas;
Kansas State University – BS Music Education; Kansas State
University – MM Vocal Performance

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
The greatest joy of teaching has come through the lifelong
connections that I have made with students and colleagues.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
I enjoy travelling, cooking, and spending quality time with
family and friends.

Working with my choirs and conducting them in concerts is
number one on my list, but a close second is seeing young teachers step out into the teaching field, knowing I’ve helped to prepare them for a successful career.

Christine M. Freeman – Aubry Bend
Middle School, Overland Park
R&S Chair for Children’s Choirs

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?

How many years you have been in the
choral field?

I find teacher preparation to be the most important responsibility I have as a college choral educator.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
Outside of teaching, I have made the age transition from playing basketball to watching basketball. (GO, TIGERS!) Joan and I
have spent many hours riding side-by-side together: motorcycles
when weather permits; jet skis in the summer; and in the car or
plane to visit our children in New York City, Jerusalem, Chicago
(with twin granddaughters) and China. We love to hold parties at
our Hays home, and also get back to Colorado at least once a year
to visit friends, make music, and hike and ride in the Rockies . . .
which surpass the mountains of Kansas, but do not surpass the
sunsets!

9

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I am currently in my first year as the vocal music teacher at
Aubry Bend Middle School in the Blue Valley District.
Concurrently, I am the Associate Music Director in Kansas City
and Senior Vocal Coach of the William Baker Choral
Foundation.

Note previous choral positions.
I previously taught at St. Michael the Archangel School in the
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas for eight years.
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Education background (including high school!)
Hayden High School, Topeka, Kansas; University of Kansas –
BM Music Education & Vocal Performance; University of Kansas
– MM Music Education & Vocal Pedagogy

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
I take satisfaction in spreading the joy, emotional depth, unity,
precision and fulfillment that choral music can offer to students
and adults alike.

Margie Lawrence – Bishop Seabury
Academy, Lawrence
KCDA Membership Chair
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
32

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.

The most important aspect of my work is caring for people
and working with them to be feeling, caring people in return.

I am currently the Director of Choral
Activities at Bishop Seabury Academy in Lawrence, where I oversee the Middle School Girls Ensemble, Middle School Boys
Ensemble, combined Middle School Chorus, 7th-12th Grade
Women’s Ensemble, and the Seabury Chamber Singers. I also
serve as the Media Coordinator for the Academy.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?

Note previous choral positions.

Outside of choral work I enjoy playing women’s indoor soccer
on my own and coed indoor soccer and coed softball with my husband. I love spending time with my family and friends, especially
with my new nephew! I really enjoy going to live music performances and trying new foods and restaurants.

I served as Director of Worship Arts at Menlo Park
Presbyterian Church in the San Francisco Bay Area, directing the
400 member children’s choral activities of a 5000-member church
for over 22 years. I also had the opportunity to serve as a clinician
and adjudicator for events with ACDA, Hawaiian Island Ministries,
Chorister’s Guild, UC Davis, UC Santa Cruz, Mount Hermon
Music Conference, and Bay Area Churches.

Susan Laushman – Pittsburg High School
Southeast Kansas District Representative

Education background (including high school!)

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?

How many years you have been in the
choral field?
24

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I am in my 14th year at Pittsburgh High
School.

Note previous choral positions.
I previously taught at Carl Junction High School, and at
Pittsburg State University.

Polytechnic High School, Riverside, California; California
State University-Fullerton – BA Music Education & Choral
Conducting

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
Taking a group of strangers and building them into a team that
shares in a common goal, bringing each of them into a place of
expression and feeling that they hadn’t expected.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
Making sure my students understand that music is not just a
rote exercise but an art that is deserving of their passion and attention to detail.

Education background (including high school!)
Topeka West High School, Topeka, Kansas; Friends University
– BM Piano Performance; Pittsburg State University – MM Piano
Performance & Music Education

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
My greatest joy is in building relationships with students.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
Beyond just teaching music, teaching life skills.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
Family gatherings (including a pair of Shih-tzu’s), hiking, anything on PBS/BBC, and crocheting.

Steve Miller – Choral Music Manager,
Senseney Music
KCDA Treasurer
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
Nearly 35 years

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
Cooking, home decorating, and dog training.

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
Presently I am Choral Music Manager at Senseney Music in
Wichita, and have held that position for a little over a year and a
half.
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Note previous choral positions.
My teaching career began in Minneapolis, KS, where I taught
grades 1-6 and high school. After Minneapolis I taught for four
years in Osawatomie (6-12), six years at Haven (6-12), and then
spent the next 22 years directing at Hesston High School and
Middle School, before beginning my second “career” at Senseney.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
I seek to lead students to invest their entire soul and spirit in a
piece of music, sculpting truly human, beautiful moments for
singers as well as audience members.

Education background (including high school!)

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?

Reedley High School, Reedley, California; Bethel College –
BA Music Education; University of Missouri-Kansas City – MM
Choral Conducting

Outside of the choral classroom, I enjoy participating in sketch
comedy, comedic puppet shows, and playing Frisbee with my dog,
Isabelle.

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
During my teaching years it was always enjoyable to watch
the students as they gained in confidence and ability. I always told
my students that the greatest compliment they could give me
would be to sing in college.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
In my present position I have the task of trying to become
nowledgeable about all the new compositions being published, as
well as everything else that is out there. It is a fun and challenging
occupation, and it is nice to still be in contact with colleagues
from my teaching years.

Elise Peterson – Shawnee Mission South
High School, Overland Park
KCDA Secretary
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
21

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I am in my 2nd year at Shawnee Mission South High School,
and I also serve as President-Elect of the NW KMEA District.

Note previous choral positions.
What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
In the little spare time I have, I enjoy hunting, (quail, pheasant, turkey, and deer—bow and rifle), fly fishing, and building
custom rifles (a great Mennonite tradition J).

Hilary Morton – Lawrence Free State
High School
R&S Chair for Ethnic /Multicultural
Perspectives
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
11

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.

I taught at Anderson County Junior-Senior High School in
Garnett from 1993-2000, was a Graduate Teaching Assistant at
Emporia State University from 2000-2002, spent eight years at
Hays High School (2002-2010), and then two years at Pioneer
Trail Middle School in Olathe before beginning my present position.

Education background (including high school!)
Olathe North High School; Johnson County Community
College; Emporia State University – BM Music Education;
Emporia State University – MM Music Education

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
I love being able to make a difference in the lives of the students that I teach—many of the teenagers that I teach have experienced things that nobody should have to face in their lifetime.

I am in my eighth year at Lawrence Free State High School.

Note previous choral positions.
Prior to Free State, I taught for three years at Oregon Trail
Junior High School in Olathe. I also just completed a term as the
NE KMEA District Choral Chair.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
There is something about music that allows students to connect with their directors and fellow singers. I can make a difference in the lives of my students and that offers me more satisfaction than any amount of money would ever compensate me.

Education background (including high school!)
Lawrence High School, Lawrence, Kansas; University of
Kansas – BM Music Education & Vocal Performance; University
of Kansas – MM Choral Pedagogy

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
I absolutely love to perform, whether in musical theater, leading music at church, singing at weddings, or singing with professional groups. I love movies—I am typically one of the first people
in line to see the newest movies that are coming out. And I am an
avid KU Basketball fan!!!

I find a great deal of pleasure in teaching various languages,
and especially love sharing my love for French music with my
choirs.
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Markel Porter – Regional Manager, JW
Pepper
KCDA Music Industry Representative
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
9

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I have been working at JW Pepper for four years.

Note previous choral positions.
Prior to JW Pepper, I spent five years as a non-traditional student at Pittsburg State University while managing a family of five!
I’ve also had the privilege of singing in the Tulsa Opera Chorus for
two seasons and performing with the American Opera Studio for a
production of Cats. I have also spent a dozen years ministering
through church concerts and eight years directing church choirs.

Education background (including high school!)
Cherryvale High School, Cherryvale, Kansas; Pittsburg State
University – BM Vocal Performance; Pittsburg State University –
MM Vocal Performance

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
The opportunity to get to know and serve directors and educators.

What you have found to be the most important element or
responsibility of your work?
Getting out to where the teachers are and seeing a little bit of
what goes on in their classrooms.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
Watching Sci-Fi and suspense movies.

Doris Prater – Maize High School
Southcentral Kansas District
Representative
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
30

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I am in my 26th year at Maize High School.

Note previous choral positions.
I began my career directing junior high choirs in Wichita. I
have also directed several church choirs in Wichita, including
Hillside Christian, Wichita First Methodist and First Mennonite
Brethren.

Education background (including high school!)
Kingman High School, Kingman, Kansas; Friends University –
BA Music Education; University of Missouri-Kansas City – MM
Choral Conducting
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What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
One of my greatest joys is to follow the accomplishments of
former students, whether it is on the professional stage, in the classroom or wherever I encounter them. Two former students gave my
mother extraordinary care when she was in the hospital—you never
know when those connections will be very valuable!

What you have found to be the most important element or
responsibility of your work?
I believe one of the most important things a teacher must do is
choose a variety of challenging repertoire that teaches a wide range
of music fundamentals and reinforces appreciation for all types of
music.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
My husband, David, and I are proud parents of Matthew (16)
and Melody (10). We follow them around in our spare time.

Dr. Cindy Sheppard – Olathe South High
Northeast Kansas District Representative
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
27 (but almost 50 if you count my “debut”
with the Music Makers Choir at church . . .)

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I serve as Director of Choirs and Chair of the Performing Arts
Department at Olathe South High School, and am in my lucky
13th year.

Note previous choral positions.
I also served as Director of Choral Activities at Howard Payne
University and as Instructor of Music Education at Wayland Baptist
University.

Education background (including high school!)
Belleville West High School & Rochester High School, Illinois;
William Jewell College – BS Music Ed (including Honors Study at
Oxford University); Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary –
MM Conducting; University of Missouri-Columbia – PhD Music
Education

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
When students have that “Aha!” musical experience.

What you have found to be the most important element or
responsibility of your work?
The life lessons and personal discoveries of self expression that
making music offers.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
Travel, reading great books, capturing beauty and experiences
through photography, and spending time with my killer dachshund,
Arnold the Puppinator.

Jason Sickel – Blue Valley North High
School, Overland Park
R&S Chair for Senior High School
Choirs
How many years you have been in the
choral field?

Karen Sims – Maize South Middle School
R&S Chair for Junior High/Middle
School Choirs
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
31

10

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I’m currently in my first year teaching at Blue Valley North
High School in Overland Park.

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I currently teach at Maize South Middle School, vocal music
6-8; this is my 22nd year at Maize.

Note previous choral positions.
Note previous choral positions.
I spent the 2012-2013 school year at Pioneer Trail Middle
School in Olathe. Prior to this I was at Louisburg , teaching 6-12
choral music from 2005 to 2012. My very first year of teaching was
in Osawatomie during the 2004- 2005 school year.

Prior to Maize I held teaching positions in Great Bend
(Harrison Jr. High) and Hesston Middle School and High School
(7-12). I have served as assistant director of the Newton
Community Children’s Choir and with numerous adult and children church choirs.

Education background (including high school!)

Education background (including high school!)

St. Marys High School, St. Marys, Kansas; Emporia State
University – BM Music Education

Bluffton High School, Bluffton, Ohio; Bethel College – BA,
Music Education; University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign –
MM

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
I love watching students grow into mature singers and mature
human beings over the course of several years of working with
them. I think our jobs are perhaps some of the most demanding in
education as there is never any down time during our classes.
We’re always on stage and always working from bell to bell. While
this type of teaching is very physically, emotionally, and intellectually demanding, it has the ability to have a profound impact on students who may not necessarily remember what we said, but how
we and the music made them feel.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
I find myself constantly asking “Am I teaching music literacy
in addition to choral artistry?” This is a delicate balance as I want
my students to become independent singers who can read
melodies and rhythms without my help. At the same time, I want
them to be outstanding singers who have excellent technique and
understand the foundations of choral music. I believe that one of
the greatest gifts we can give our students is the skill set to be able
to sing and perform on their own. I am happiest when I am no
longer needed!

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
There is nothing like those “A-HA” moments when a young
person connects with the music and gains confidence and selfawareness through beautiful singing and musical artistry!

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
Through the years I have learned that it is important to be
flexible with the given changes and circumstances, but yet still
believe in the importance of music education and choral excellence
for all.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
Soaking in God’s creation and nature while riding our horses
provides a wonderful brain-break for me from music and kids. I
also love down time with my hubby and three girls, and we have
especially enjoyed some wonderful trips together.

John Stafford – Kansas City Community
College
R&S Chair for Jazz & Show Choirs

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
I really enjoy architecture and I love putting together three
dimensional puzzles and buildings. Frank Lloyd Wright is one of
my architectural heroes and I enjoy looking at his designs and floor
plans. I also enjoy spending time with my family including a certain red-headed 2½-year-old named Lillian. She is now able to
sing pretty accurately five-eighths of a major scale (we’re still
working on la, ti and high do!)

How many years you have been in the
choral field?
10 (Although singing in church choirs since
age 4 . . .)

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I was appointed Director of Choral Activities at Kansas City
Community College in 2010.
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Note previous choral positions.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?

Millikin University, teaching vocal jazz, theory &
composition.

I enjoy the opportunity to continue perform, and currently sing
with the Te Deum Chamber Choir.

Education background (including high school!)
Danville High School, Danville, Illinois; Millikin University –
BM Music Business; Bowling Green State University – MM
Composition; University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign – DMA
Choral Conducting & Literature (ABD)

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
I’m a theory “nerd,” so I enjoy locking chords more than anything. There’s nothing like a locked chord (everybody singing the
exact same vowel together). In terms of my students, I want to get
them the best choral experience possible by choosing a wide variety of music, especially outside of their comfort zones.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
To spread knowledge of the art form. To explain to students
how important it is to understand the craft as a whole—theory,
composition, history, etc.

Jane Vanderhoff – Garden City High
Southwest Kansas District Representative
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
36

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I am in my twelfth year at Garden City
High School, and am also the State Choral Chair for the KMEA
Festival Choir.

Note previous choral positions.
I taught K-12 Vocal/Instrumental/General Music in Big
Springs, Nebraska, and a similar position in Otis, Colorado.

Education background (including high school!)
What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
I’m a total foodie! I love trying new restaurants, live music
(especially jazz), grilling in the summer, traveling to new destinations and spending time with my fiancé, Bonnie—we’re getting
married this summer at Boulevard Brewing Company. (Editor’s
Note: And KCDA offers its congratulations!)

Poudre High School, Fort Collins, Colorado; University of
Northern Colorado – BM Music Education; University of Oregon
– MM Music Education

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
I particularly enjoy watching the faces of my students as they
bring a new song, style or genre to life, or discover an old gem.

Tiffani Thompson – J. C. Harmon High
School, Kansas City
KCDA Webmaster

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?

How many years you have been in the
choral field?

The continual task of finding appropriate selections for each
ensemble, particularly as new performing opportunities arise. Also
keeping up with score study so that rehearsal time is productive. In
this era of educational change, it is challenging to meet all the
requirements of MTSS, Common Core, and
reading/writing/speaking requirements in addition to helping our
students become musically literate and expressive.

I am currently in my second year of teaching at J. C. Harmon
High School, serving as Director of Choral Activities and Theatre.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?

How many years you have been in the
choral field?
3

Note previous choral positions.
Prior to teaching at Harmon, I taught choir and general music
at Pleasant Hill Intermediate School in Pleasant Hill, Missouri.

Education background (including high school!)
Pineville High School, Pineville, Louisiana; Hardin-Simmons
University, Abilene, TX; University of Missouri-Kansas City – BM
Choral Music Education

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
Transformation—of a student, an ensemble, or a piece of
music. I love seeing students grow as musicians, and also into
young adults.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?
Building positive relationships with students while helping
them grow not only as musicians, but also as people.
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I love to travel anywhere—from Mt. Sunflower to the
Matterhorn! I also enjoy cooking and baking, photography, reading, walking, and festivals of any kind.

Laura Vanleeuwen – Shawnee Mission
West High School, Overland Park
KCDA President
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
16

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I am currently the Choral Director at Shawnee Mission West
High School in Overland Park, and I have been there for 15 years.

Note previous choral positions.
I served one year as an adjunct voice teacher and director of
the women’s choir at Wichita State University.

Education background (including high school!)
Shawnee Mission South High School (Raider at heart, Viking
by choice); Wichita State University – BM Vocal Performance;
University of Missouri-Kansas City – BME Music Education;
MM Vocal Performance & Choral Conducting

When students “give themselves up” in the effort to (1) bring
joy to others through the beauty of art and artistic expression; and
(2) when I see that effort brought into all areas of life—the desire
to fully realize their gifts and use them to serve others and God.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?

I believe it is important to keep a balance between work and
everything else. Giving all that you have to the job/students,
being consistent, fair, and knowing when it’s time to go home and
leave it for another day.

I sense that the key to my work is preparation, communication, and relationship. I have to know what it is I want to achieve,
and have means by which to achieve it. But the means are determined by the needs of the students and other people with whom I
work, so I must know them, communicate to each of them that I
truly care about who they are as an individual, and communicate
that ultimately what we are doing is serving others and that it will
as a result bring great joy and satisfaction to us, as well. I find that
building a personal relationship with each student to be not only
vitally important, but also very enjoyable! To be able to enter
their world as I draw them into mine (sometimes in a rather
demanding way . . .) allows us to work together—I suggest that
rehearsal is something you do, and not something that is done to
you.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?

Running!!! J Cooking, reading, and spending quality time with
my family.

I love to run and I love to read (main subjects/author: sports
history, Civil War/American history, music history, Chaim Potok
and Jewish history); I’m way too ardent a fan of Kansas Jayhawk
basketball; and I enjoy eating and watching TV (at the same time)
with my wife and our sons and their significant others: David and
wife Hanna, and Nathan and soon-to-be-wife Mallea.

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
Watching students develop an excitement and passion for
choral music, and the learning process that goes with the passion.

What you have found to be the most important element
or responsibility of your work?

Dr. Brad Vogel – Tabor College
Choral Range Editor/KCDA Past
President pro tem
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
30

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I am in my 17th year as Professor of Choral Music at Tabor
College, and also serve as Chair of the Music Department and
Division of Performing and Visual Arts.

Note previous choral positions.
My first position was as Associate Pastor of Music and Youth
Ministries at Zoar Mennonite Brethren Church in Inman,
Kansas. Following a year at the University of Northern Colorado
to obtain an MM in Conducting I spent four years in the Inman,
Kansas public school system (teaching 5-12 instrumental music
and 9-12 vocal music), and then five years at Haven, Kansas,
teaching 7-12 vocal music . . . and Kindergarten Music. I’ve also
been active in church music, directing the Zoar MB Church
Choir for many years during my public school teaching days, and
a couple of replacement stints for the Hillsboro MB Church
Choir.

Education background (including high school!)
Coldwater High School, Coldwater, Kansas (now South
Central High School); Tabor College – BA Music Education;
University of Northern Colorado – MM Choral Conducting;
University of Missouri-Kansas City – DMA Choral Conducting

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?

Carolyn Welch – Artistic Director,
Lawrence Children’s Chorus
R&S Chair for Community Choirs
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
17

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I am currently the Artistic Director of the Lawrence
Children’s Choir, a position I began in 2012, after serving in the
program since 1997.

Note previous choral positions.
My teaching career has centered in the Lawrence public
school system, progressing from junior high to elementary, back
to junior high, and then to high school, before leaving to focus on
the Lawrence Children’s Choir full time.

Education background (including high school!)
Escuela Americana, El Salvador; Fairview High School,
Boulder, Colorado; Minnesota State University – BV Music
Education; University of Colorado-Boulder – BM Vocal
Performance; University of Colorado-Boulder – MM Vocal
Performance

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
I think what I love most about being a choir director is the
same thing I love most about being a singer: the process of taking
music off the page and turning it into something beautiful,
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powerful and true. And when you engage in that process with other
people, it’s even more powerful. That humans can, with nothing
more than our bodies and minds, create something so vivid and
lovely as a great piece of choral music is nearly a miracle, I think.
(Of course, it doesn’t feel very miraculous when we’re worrying
about snow days, sports conflicts, sick singers, backordered music
and so forth!)

What you have found to be the most important element or
responsibility of your work?
We have many responsibilities—to our singers, to our composers, to our audiences, and to young directors following in our
footsteps. What we do is important. I try to choose each piece of
music with the idea that my singers will remember them 50 years
hence: is the song worth the space in his or her brain?

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
When I’m not wearing my choir director hat, I’m usually wearing either my Grandma hat or my farmer hat. I have two grandsons, one mule, 50 sheep, 30 chickens, 20 goats, 20 cows, and miscellaneous dogs, cats, and donkeys. My husband publishes magazines (Mother Earth News, Grit, Cappers Farmer, Utne, Mother
Earth Living, and several others) and together we have a farm
where we raise organic, grass-fed beef and lamb.
Last year, tragically, we lost our 25-year-old son. He had sung
in LCC from 5th-9th grade and while he was patently terrible in
the facial expression department, he felt the music deeply. His
memorial featured Lauridsen’s Sure on This Shining Night and
Henson’s My Flight For Heaven. The music articulated what we
couldn’t, and gave us peace and solace unmatched by music or
words alone.

Josh Wildin – Wamego High School
Northcentral Kansas District
Representative
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
10

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
Currently, I am the director of choral music for Wamego
Middle School/High School and have been serving here since
2008.

What you have found to be the most important element or
responsibility of your work?
The most important responsibility that I find myself having to
complete on a day-in and day-out basis is the communication
aspect of my job. Administratively, this is the most taxing responsibility that I have. Filling out e-mails, making sure that parents
know of dates, and communicating the next important event is
sometimes all my planning time will allow for me to do. Yet I still
somehow seem to miss something every year.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
My outside of school life is absolutely vital to my “sanity.” I
have a wonderful wife and two daughters –Makenzie (9), and Eva
(3). I spend the majority of my personal time as an avid outdoorsman. Hunting in this beautiful state or ours is a passion. However,
the even bigger passion is getting to share it with my older daughter, who loves being outside with her dad. It makes me a very
proud man to spend it with her. One day when Eva is old enough
hopefully she will share it with us as well.

Dr. Tom Wine – Wichita State University
R&S Chair for Youth & Student Activities
How many years you have been in the
choral field?
33

Your present position; how long you’ve
been there.
I was hired at Wichita State University in
1995 to teach music education. At that time, my job description did
not include directing any choral ensembles. My present position,
Professor of Music Education and Director of Choral Activities,
became available when Bud Boughton retired in 2001.

Note previous choral positions.
Before coming to WSU I had a one year interim position at
the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa. While I was working on
my doctorate at Florida State University I was the choir director at
Tallahassee Community College. My public school teaching experience was nine years at Spartanburg High School in South Carolina.

Education background (including high school!)

Note previous choral positions.

Bethel Park High School, Bethel Park, Pennsylvania; AldersonBroaddus College (Now Alderson Broaddus University) – BS
Music Education; Duquesne University – MM Music Education;
Florida State University – PhD Music Education

I previously taught at Salina Central for 3 years, Jackson
Heights for 2 years, and my very first job was at French Middle
School Choral for 1 semester.

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?

Education background (including high school!)

My students. As Steve Eubank has said, “I love to pull into the
parking lot every day because of the kids.”

Marion High School, Marion, Kansas; Kansas State University
– BM Music Education

What gives you the most pleasure/satisfaction in your
choral work?
The thing that gives me the most pleasure in my choral work is
watching students achieve. They are always so moved when they
finally figure out just how accomplished they have become and the
possibilities that are in front of them. Knowing that somehow I
guided them to that is one of the best sensations in teaching.
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What you have found to be the most important element or
responsibility of your work?
Besides the joy of committee work, the excitement of state
assessments, and the thrill of university meetings . . . ( ) . . . knowing that I am helping to shape the next generation of choral educators is why I came to WSU.

What do you enjoy doing outside of your choral work?
Golf and wine. Did I mention wine?
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Kansas Choral Directors Association Awards
HARRY ROBERT WILSON AWARD
The Harry Robert Wilson Award is awarded annually to one outstanding member of the Kansas Choral Directors Association. Awardees will
demonstrate:
• Excellence in choral music training, performance & scholarship
• Commitment and contributions to choral music in Kansas
• Positive and supportive collegial interaction
• Active participation, leadership and service to KCDA
• Must have a minimum 20 years in Choral Music Profession
Selection Procedure
• Nominations will be solicited from general KCDA membership
• Nominees must be current members of KCDA (posthumous
nominations accepted)
• Nominators must submit biographical information, a letter of
nomination and may be asked to submit additional letters of support
from KCDA members and/or colleagues, students and family
• The KCDA Executive Board will select the most qualified nominees
which will be presented to the current full board
• Current members of the KCDA Full board will vote to determine the
HRW Award Winner
• Current members of the KCDA Executive Board are ineligible for
nomination
• Nominations are carried forward for two subsequent years and there
after may be resubmitted

PRELUDE AWARD
The Prelude Award, formerly the Young Director Award, the Prelude
Award will be given annually to one outstanding member of the Kansas
Choral Directors Association with at least three and no more than five
years of experience as a choral director in the State of Kansas. Awardees
will demonstrate:
• Successful teaching and performance in choral music in Kansas
• Professional demeanor in interactions with colleagues
• Potential as exemplary professional w/extended career in choral music
• A spirit of service through active participation and involvement in
KCDA and/or KMEA
Selection Procedure
• Nominations will be solicited from the general membership of KCDA
• Nominees must be current members of KCDA in their 3rd, 4th or 5th
year of experience as a choral director in Kansas
• Nominations must include biographical information, a letter of
nomination from a current member of KCDA and a letter of support
from an administrator, supervisor or mentor
• The KCDA Executive Board will serve as the selection committee for
reviewing nominations and voting to select a recipient
• Current members of KCDA Exec. Board are ineligible for nomination
• Nominations may be resubmitted anytime during eligibility period (3-5
years) but are not automatically forwarded for future consideration.

Submit your nominations today at www.kansaschoral.com!
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