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2011 Summer Convention Schedule
Thursday, July 7
8:00 a.m.
Reading Session 1
8:45 a.m.
Shane Troll – Engaging Their
Minds and Welcoming Their
Hearts - I
10:00 a.m.
Reading Session 2
11:00 a.m.
Shane Troll – Engaging Their
Minds and Welcoming Their
Hearts - II
12:00 p.m.
Lunch (on own) OR New
Teacher Luncheon
1:30 p.m.
Reading Session 3 –
Shane Troll
2:30 p.m.
Exhibits Open!
3:00 p.m.
Interest Sessions
4:00 p.m.
Reading Session 4
5:30 p.m.
Music & Worship: Our Faith
Through Word & Music (First
United Methodist Church)
8:00 p.m.
Concert – Sterling High
School Jazz Ensemble, Clark
Comley, director
8:30 p.m.
Exhibitor’s Open House
Friday, July 8
8:00 a.m.
Reading Session 5
8:45 a.m.
Exhibits and Pastries Break
9:15 a.m.
Joe Miller – Building Sound
through Vocalise
10:15 a.m.
Conducting Master Class
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11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Joe Miller – Voicing:
Formant Identification and
Tuning
Luncheon (included in
registration)
Reading Session 6 –
Joe Miller
Last call for exhibits!
Interest Sessions
Reading Session 7
Supper (on own)
Cathedral Concert (Grace
Episcopal Cathedral)
Voices of Prometheus, Paul
Crabb, conductor
KCDA Women’s Honor Choir,
Doreen Rao, conductor

Saturday, July 9
8:00 a.m.
Reading Session 8—
Honorable Mentions (KMEA
& KCDA Honor Choirs)
9:30 a.m.
Doreen Rao – Vocal
Development of Young Singers
in a Changing World
10:30 a.m.
Check-out Break
11:00 a.m.
Reading Session 9 –
Doreen Rao
12:00 p.m.
Awards Luncheon (included
in registration)
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The President’s Pen

I

I have just returned from the National
ACDA Convention in Chicago and, as
usual, was impressed by the incredible
choirs. Of course, they clearly have problem-free programs and do not have to work
as hard as the rest of us—it just comes naturally for them … and, of course, I’m being
sarcastic, and do realize the dedication and
teaching that is invested in these choirs.
What’s interesting about the timing of the
convention though, is the “funk” that I have
been feeling in my “second” year. In my
impatience for success with my choirs, I have
forgotten that it takes many years to develop
the excellence that was experienced in
Chicago. I overheard a conversation relating the thrill that the director had brought
the choir to this level, because five years ago
they were a below average group. How did
they get there? Patience and Persistence!
This is where we all falter; in our instantgratification society we forget that excellence takes time.
This convention was a wake-up call for
me, as many questions filled my head the
week prior. Why do we put ourselves
through the torture of teaching? Do we
want success for our students or more for
ourselves, through our students? Most of us
work to share the passion that we have for
music, but somewhere along the line we
begin to define our success through our students. If they begin to show stress or lack of
interest, our confidence wanes. How do we
continue to stay motivated and energized
when we see scheduling within our school
going against everything that we are working for? What can we fall back on when our
spirits are down and we feel that we are not
making a difference? I hope that I am not
the only person asking these questions during the year. We find that teaching music is
not always about the music, but actually
more about juggling student’s personalities
and issues. We become more psychiatrist
than musician as the roller coaster of the season rolls on.

Once again I
was awakened to the
realization that this
is where KCDA and
KMEA come into
play as the organizations that serve as
support groups for
“our kind”! How
often I have called a
buddy and vented
and, after hanging
up, feel that I am
okay—life is not so bad and my choirs will
learn and improve. They won’t sound like a
national level or professional choir, but they
will be better than when we started in
August! As most know, while building a program is extremely tough and has its ups and
downs, so does maintaining a program. We
all have our difficulties and, unless you are
super-human, need help from colleagues
experiencing the same issues. Similar to past
KCDA Presidents, I have worked to make
KCDA a friendly, supportive organization
where we can be comfortable sharing with
one another. Our membership has grown
and our conventions are an exciting summer
experience where we come together to
rebuild and reenergize one another.
I am extremely excited to announce the
biggest change for our KCDA Summer
Convention: we are moving to the Topeka
Ramada Inn. With increased space we will
be able to host everyone at the hotel, including the State Women’s Choir rehearsals.
Not only are the girls able to rehearse on
site, but the Cathedral Concert will now be
just a few blocks from our hotel, and our first
KCDA Music and Worship Service will be
hosted by the nearby Methodist Church.
Our clinicians will offer many tips for
voice building in our choral rehearsals.
Shane Troll will take us “outside our box”
and get us moving with new, energized
See PRESIDENT’S PEN, pg. 16
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The Editor’s Box
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson go on a camping trip, and after finishing dinner they retire for the
night and go to sleep. Some hours later, Holmes
wakes up and nudges his faithful friend. “Watson, look
up at the sky and tell me what you see.” “I see millions
and millions of stars,” replies
Watson. “And what do you deduce
from that?” Watson ponders for a
minute. “Well, astronomically, it
tells me that there are millions of
galaxies and potentially billions of
planets. Astrologically, I observe
that Saturn is in Leo.
Horologically, I deduce that the
time is approximately a quarter
past three. Meteorologically, I suspect that we will have a beautiful
day tomorrow. Theologically, I
can see that God is all powerful,
and that we are a small and insignificant part of the
universe.” Watson continues, “What does it tell you,
Holmes?” “Watson, you idiot,” Holmes exclaims.
“Somebody’s stolen our tent!”
“It’s Elementary, My Dear,” could be the theme of
this edition of the Choral Range. Our keynote address
by Christy Elsner, Founder and Artistic Director of
the Allegro Community Children’s Choir, highlights
the skills and joys of developing young voices. And our
annual summer convention—the details of which
reside within these pages—is heavy in focus and information regarding the world of young voices, as two of
our headliners are nationally and internationally recognized for their excellence in working with young
singers and achieving professional-level performances.
Of course, what’s good for the kids is good for the
teenagers and adults, as good vocal and choral technique is good vocal and choral technique—it matters
not the mean age of the singers. And good technique
goes down to the elementary details of sound production. Reminds me a bit of J.S. Bach’s famous quote,
“It’s easy to play any musical instrument: all you have
to do is touch the right key at the right time and the
instrument will play itself.”
Okay, it’s not that easy, but it’s good to recognize
that without the basic elements of technique in place
(even the right note at the right time), the result will
be less than what is ultimately possible. And so, within these pages and at the convention, information and
inspiration may be found.
And, in case you’re concerned, the convention is
indoors . . .
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2011 Fall Choral
Reading Sessions
July 28, 29 & 30, 2011
Senseney Music Recital Hall
Elementary
Thursday, July 28th 9:00 am to 11:30 am
Scott Hay, Clinician
Haven High School/Middle School

Middle School/ Junior High
Thursday, July 28th 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm
Scott Hay, Clinician
Haven High School/Middle School

2300 E. Lincoln
Wichita, KS 67211
(316) 262-1487
1-800-362-1060
www.senseneymusic.com

COMMITMENT
To consistently provide the highest level of professional service.

Krista Hart
Choral Music Manager
9 years, Senseney Music
4 years, Music Educator

Vern Zielke
Choral Music
23 years, Senseney Music
30 years, Music Educator

High School/ College
Friday, July 29th 9:00 am to 12:30 pm
Dr. William Eash, Clinician
Bethel College

Sacred
Saturday, July 30th 9:00 am to 12:30 pm
Lloyd Larson, Clinician
The Lorenz Corp.

Register at www.senseneymusic.com
or call 1-800-362-1060
E-mail: choralmusic@senseneymusic.com

EXPERIENCE

Staff with creativity, sensitivity and experience to anticipate
your needs and provide effective solutions.

Shop our new
on-line store
senseneymusic.com
Click on Shop On-line to
browse thousand of titles
with sound samples &
sample pages.

SELECTION

Large inventory to provide quick service. Carefully selected to provide the
best quality. Designed to save you time in selection and delivery.
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YOUNG DIRECTOR AWARD
T

The Kansas Choral Directors Association
a
(KCDA) Young
Director Award is given to a
deserving choral director who has completed
no more than five years of directing.
Candidates for this award should exhibit characteristics of master conductors and have
demonstrable influence on their choir(s),
shown by quality of literature and performance, size and growth of the choral program,
and achievement at festivals and performances.
Candidates may be nominated by their peers or
by an administrator. Nominations are to be

submitted by letter
or e-mail
to the KCDA
Candidates
for this
president, outlining the nominee’s accomplishments. The award recipient will be selected by
the KCDA board of directors. Submissions are
due by May 1 of each calendar year; the award
will be presented at the KCDA Summer
Convention. Submissions for the 2011 KCDA
Young Director Award should be sent to: Greg
Bontrager, KCDA President, 2315 Ivy Drive,
North Newton, KS 67117; or by e-mail to bontragerg@cox.net.

HARRY ROBERT WILSON AWARD

T

T
he Harry
Robert Wilson Award is presented annually to a Kansas choral
director who has demonstrated a high
level of commitment and contribution to the
choral art in Kansas. Candidates are nominated by their peers, and may be submitted by letter or e-mail to the KCDA Past-President. The
nomination should include the nominee’s
places of employment and a short statement

outlining achievements and influences.
Submissions are due by May 1 of each calendar year; the award will be presented at the
KCDA Summer Convention. Submissions for
the 2011 Harry Robert Wilson Award should
be sent to: Johnny Matlock, KCDA Past
President 217 W. 24th Hays, KS 67601; or by
e-mail to jmatlock@usd489.com.
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Convention Headliners
Shane Troll

I

n addition to serving as the Associate Artistic Director of Cantabile Youth
Singers, Mr. Troll is currently the director of music at Pinewood Elementary
School, where he oversees the 3rd–6th grade classroom music program along
with three children’s choirs totaling over 100 singers. Mr. Troll is especially proud of
the fact that his top children’s chorus has received a Unanimous Superior rating at
every CMEA festival it has participated in for the last five years. Most recently his
choirs were invited to perform at the 2007 National Orff Convention.
He received a Bachelor of Music in vocal performance and music education and
an MM in conducting from California State University at Chico, where he received
the Humanities and Fine Arts Outstanding Student Award. He has also completed
three levels of training at the San Francisco Orff Course. Since completing his Orff
certification, Mr. Troll has been designing a unique educational approach that melds the disciplines of the choral
world and the Orff process, creating a distinctive way of engaging and welcoming each child to a singing experience that is challenging and, most importantly, fun.
Mr. Troll’s objective in working with Cantabile is twofold: to communicate his own passion for music in such
a way as to instill in his students an enduring appreciation for experiencing and understanding quality choral
music; and to train young voices to reach their maximum potential for providing a rich choral sound.

Joe Miller

J

oe Miller is conductor of two of America’s most renowned choral ensembles –
the Westminster Choir and the Westminster Symphonic Choir. As director of
choral activities at Westminster Choir College of Rider University in Princeton,
N.J., he also oversees an extensive choral program that includes eight ensembles.
In demand as a clinician and guest conductor, his 2010-2011 season includes a
conducting residency with the Berlin Radio Symphony Chorus and conducting the
Virginia and Kentucky All-State Choruses. He also will appear as headliner for conferences presented by the Ohio Music Educators Association, the New Jersey
American Choral Directors Association and the Michigan School Vocal Musicians
Association. Recent seasons have included a conducting residency at the University
of Arizona, a master class for undergraduate conducting students at the American
Choral Directors Association (ACDA) Eastern Division conference and serving as headliner for the New
Jersey and Kansas ACDA conferences.
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Convention Headliners
R. Paul Crabb

R

. Paul Crabb, Director of Choral Activities at the University of Missouri,
earned an undergraduate degree in Elementary and Secondary Music
Education, an MM in Vocal Performance, and the PhD in Choral Music
Education from Florida State University. His ensembles have performed at numerous conventions and have traveled extensively, performing in Mexico, Germany,
Austria, Hungary, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Russia, Bulgaria and Australia. His
select choir, MU’s University Singers, was invited to perform at the National
Collegiate Choral Organization national conference in November 2009, and was
invited to perform at music festivals in Milan and Bologna, Italy, in May 2010.
In 1997 Crabb received the “Educator of the Year” award at Truman State
University, and the following year the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of
Teaching honored him as the Missouri Professor of the Year. In 2003, Truman State University awarded him
its most prestigious teaching award, the Walker and Doris Allen Fellowship. Crabb is active as a clinician
and conductor for district, regional and all-state choirs, and his published research has appeared in the
Choral Journal and the MENC research journal Update. He has also published editions of choral music
with Lawson-Gould, Walton Music Corporation, Colla Voce Music, Alliance Publications Inc., and
Plymouth Music.

Doreen Rao

D

oreen Rao’s distinguished career as a conductor and teacher links the standards of professional performance with the goals of music education.
Celebrated for her spirited and moving concerts, Rao’s commitment to
choral music is recognized in her worldwide appearances as conductor, master class
teacher and lecturer, and also in her award winning publications.
Awarded the University of Toronto Elmer Iseler Chair in Conducting, Rao heads
the Faculty of Music graduate program in conducting. Since 1988 she has served as
Director of Choral Programs, conducting the UT MacMillan Singers and the
University Women’s Chorus. She also teaches advanced choral conducting, graduate
courses in music education, and regularly conducts the UT Symphony Orchestra and
Choirs in performances of major works. In collaboration with her music education
colleagues, Rao directs and advises an extensive professional development and research program in partnership with the Toronto District School Board.
Rao enjoyed a long association with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, serving as assistant conductor
of the Chicago Symphony Chorus under the direction of Margaret Hillis, her teacher and mentor. As Music
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Convention Headliners
Director and Conductor of the celebrated Glen Ellyn Children’s Chorus, Rao prepared her young singers
for concerts and tours, and recorded performances that won four Grammy Awards and a Grand Prix du
Disque under Sir Georg Solti, Margaret Hillis, and James Levine. Her choirs performed regularly with the
St. Louis Symphony Orchestra and as invited guests of the Oregon Bach Festival for performances with
Helmuth Rilling.
Recognized as one of the world’s leading experts on young choirs, Doreen Rao founded the American
Choral Directors Association’s National Committee on Children’s Choirs and inspired the children’s choir
movement in America. In a pioneering career of “firsts,” Rao has conducted honor choirs, all-state choirs,
festival choirs, and all-world choirs for numerous conferences around the world. In a national tribute presented to her by the American Choral Directors Association, the eminent American conductor Robert Shaw
wrote, “The world of choral music owes her special thanks. She is preparing our future.” Canadian Journalist
Bronwyn Drainie described Doreen Rao as “a brilliant artist and teacher. . . whose methods and materials
could re-energize the art of singing in our schools.”
Drawing on her performance experience, teaching expertise, and research efforts, Doreen Rao’s Choral
Music Experience concept of music performance as music education serves as the theoretical foundation of
her influential publications, including textbooks and an extensive choral music series that she advises and
edits for Boosey & Hawkes. Dedicated to the art of choral singing and the future of music education, she
founded the CME Institute for Choral Teacher Education, an international professional development and
research center for teachers, conductors, scholars, and composers.

Voices of Prometheus

V

oices of Prometheus is dedicated to an art
form that they collectively believe has the
power to unite, heal, and enlighten. The
group’s eleven members are professional singers,
conductors, teachers, and graduate students from
all over the country. They approach each performance with the intent to connect themselves
and their listeners intimately to the music.
The inspiration for the ensemble’s name stems from their interest in the various facets in which fire
imagery manifests itself in music. The Greek god Prometheus stole the spark of fire from Zeus and presented it to mankind. Like Prometheus, the ensemble desires to share the spark of passion in their music
with audiences.
ducting students at the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) Eastern Division conference and
serving as headliner for the New Jersey and Kansas ACDA conferences.
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Convention Interest Sessions
Shane Troll
Engaging Their Minds and Welcoming Their Hearts:
A new way to begin a children’s choir rehearsal.
This session will explore diverse and stimulating ways in which a conductor can effortlessly and
often without speaking begin rehearsal, and insure that each child is welcomed, challenged,
and—most importantly—having fun. Activities such as songs, canons, movement, dance, body
percussion, partner activities and team/group building exercises will be demonstrated as effective pre-warm-up time activities.

Dr. Joe Miller, Westminster Choir College
Choral Formant
Dynamic Ensemble Singing

Session 1: Building Sound through Vocalise
The choral conductor is the only voice teacher that many students will ever have. As
awareness of the growing field of voice science expands, it is crucial to understand the
basic physiology of the singing voice and the importance of voice building in the choir.
This session will focus on exercises for posture, body alignment and energy, inhalation and
exhalation, the vowel chart, and the concept of the Choral Formant.

Session 2: Voicing: Formant Identification and Tuning
Voicing can make a tremendous difference in the vocal health of the singers. It also can be
a key to singing with great intonation. This session will focus on the importance of choir
formation and sound identification when building intonation and healthy singing in an
ensemble.
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Extraordinary Elementary Singing
on a Shoestring Budget!
Christy Elsner, Founder and Artistic Director, Allegro Children’s Chorus

I

t is “doom and gloom” for music budgets and
programs across the state of Kansas and
beyond. However, music does not have to suffer. In fact, it is a great time to refocus and reenergize on the most critical element of the elementary
music classroom….singing! Singing costs nothing,
and it is portable! Through the human voice, all
elements of music from theory, history, and
artistry can be taught while reinforcing fundamentals of pitch, listening skills, tone, breath, diction,
and dynamics. Transform and rejuvenate the elementary classroom into a mecca for singing at little or no cost.

To Make the “Extraordinary” Happen,
Directors in the Elementary Classroom
Must:
Insure each class focuses on singing. Instruments
and folk dances are secondary to the voice!
Center each lesson on the voice, and use the voice
to teach quarter notes, steady beat, and rhythmic
sequences. Yes, even the folk tune “Weevily
Wheat” can be sung with tall vowels, good breath,
and clear diction!
Warm up the singers by plugging exercises
into a simple, free template encouraging vocal fundamentals and technique. All you need is 5 minutes for 5 activities!
• BODY and BRAIN
• BREATH
• VOWELS/TONE
• DICTION
• RANGE
Be insistent and consistent. NEVER SETTLE!
Give clear directions & provide a clear vision.
Constantly reinforce the “big picture” of each
song/performance while chopping away at the
nitty gritty details.
Develop keen musical selection skills presenting only the FINEST in literature. Share music
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with colleagues, find old Silver Burdett books for
great folk and multi-cultural books, attend reading
sessions with free music, search on the Internet
and use the CPDL! Visit the ACDA website
(www.acda.org), click on Repertoire, and click on
Children and Community Youth page to find
databases of quality music.
Prepare the scores and know the score inside
and out.
BELIEVE whole-heartedly: “”I will do anything to get that choir to…
Know what you want and have 100 unique
approaches or ideas to get it.
Plan meticulously.
ADAPT quickly. If it isn’t working, go on,
switch gears, and be inventive.
HAVE NO EGO—understand that choral
singing is a COLLECTIVE ART. This is not
about you!
Work ahead of the choir!
Move quickly and discipline issues won’t exist.
BE PASSIONATE!
LOVE the kids.
Give consistent, constant, and relative FEEDBACK—positive or negative.
Demonstrate constantly with your beautiful
full voice.

Extraordinary Musical Things Kids Can Do
for FREE!
Anything you, the teacher, can envision, imagine, and articulate!
Learn and perform with confidence ageappropriate vocal pedagogy including:
Articulation: legato, staccato, slurs, accents,
separation, etc.
Simple and complex phrasing
Sing 4-bar phrases!
Full dynamic range (within range of age/vocal
development)
Text paint

Consistent uniform vowels
Beautiful, pure tone with resonance
Breath support
Excellent diction
Energy in the tone
Develop and demonstrate sensitive and emotional understanding of texts, history, environment,
and thoughts.
Sing with different tone colors and with accurate style.
Display empathy and understanding for different cultures, historical events, and current events.
Offer amazing insights that adults overlook.
Polish.
Demonstrate facial expressions and appropriate
body engagement.
Complete homework and demonstrate individual responsibility.
Sing in Foreign Languages.
Sing alone with confidence.

Cheap or FREE “Extraordinary” Teaching
Tools to Motivate Young Singers:
It is time to dig around in your basement or
garage or tap your local grocery or discount store!
Be inventive.
Oreos: Use coupons or donations to supply
your class with Oreos for vowel direction and
space in the throat.
Dryer Hose: Convince your local hardware
store to donate boxes of the plastic dryer hose. Cut
into 18-inch portions. Dryer hose is a wonderful
tool for listening to “yourself” for pitch matching
or vowel unification. It also works great for phrasing and dynamics.
Mirror: Have a “handheld mirror” collection
drive. Mirrors are super for singers to work on
facial expression, vowels, mouth shape, and tongue
position.
Stickers: Visit your local dollar store or ask for
donations. Place stickers on resonators or use
above the eyebrows for facial expression exercises.
Place on each shoulder blade as a posture
reminder. Carry a pack with you and place on
singers head for those demonstrating excellent
posture or facial expression.
Breath mint/Listerine Strip: Cheap but effec-

tive way to feel “cool air sip” when working on
breathing.
Belts: Host an “ugly” belt competition involving the entire school. Belts are a great tool for feeling the breath sensation and centering the breath!
Paintbrush: Collect from singers and use for
dynamics, phrasing, text painting or creating a picture of the meaning of song or phrase.
Athletic Equipment: Use balls of various sizes
and shapes such as a football for phrasing, basketball for lift and spin in the voice, ping pong balls
for light detached singing with round tone, softball
for open throat, bouncy balls and beach balls for
bounce and lift in tone, Frisbee for throwing the
voice.
Magnadoodle: Quick way to visually demonstrate phrasing and articulation
Books: Dr. Seuss books are great for articulation. Find books that explore the voice for young
singers such as “The Alphabet Tree.”
Hands/arms/body:
Legs: March, Sumo Wrestler, Cross Country
Ski.
Fingers: Running fingers for melismas,
squeeze a sponge for word emphasis or emotion,
cut-offs, consonants (flip the “R” with fingers,
blade cut with hand for hard “G” or “K”.
Hand signs for vowels: Develop your own set
of signals making a kinesthetic connection for each
vowel shape.
Partner singing or circle singing for unification
and listening skills.
Articulation/bounce/energy.
“In-tone” singing—under/in/on top of the
bed.
Arms: move to articulate phrases.
Thai chi or yoga moves for relaxation, focus
on core, and centering of breath.
Kitchen Utensils: Measuring cups work great
for dynamics, spatulas for legato singing, whisk for
blending, knife for articulation, and toothpicks for
molar separation
Garage tools: Be a “fix-it” man or woman and
have fun with tools such as a small hammer for
staccato, tape measure for dynamics or breath
longevity, pliers for vowel shapes, or a flashlight
for dynamics and phrasing.
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A Celebration of

Music in Worship
KANSAS All STATE CHURCH CHOIR
Thursday - July 7
On July 7, 2011 Church Musicians from all over the state of Kansas will gather together in Topeka at the First
United Methodist Church to create a Kansas All State Church Choir. This choir of interdenominational singers
will work with Dr. Cecil Riney throughout the day on Thursday and lead a Celebration of Music in Worship at the
ÀUVWHYHU(YHQVRQJ:RUVKLS6HUYLFHDWWKH.&'$VXPPHUFRQYHQWLRQ7KHVHUYLFHZLOOLQFOXGHEHOOFKRLUEUDVV
ensemble, readings, hymns, and anthems that will celebrate music in worship. Assisting Dr. Riney will be Jane
Anderson on Organ and Michelle Henderson, on Piano.
The choir will be made up from quartets from churches from across the state. In order to fund this event there
will be a $20 registration fee for each singer, (KCDA members that are attending the convention will have the fee
wavered.) Registration will begin at 9:00 with rehearsal from 10:00 until 5:00 with lunch included. The service
will begin at 5:30 and conclude at 6:30..&'$KRSHVWKDW\RXZLOOEHDSDUWRIWKLVÀUVWWLPHHYHQW

Dr. Cecil J Riney is past Chairman of the Fine Arts Division and Director of Singing Quakers at
Friends University, a position he held from 1960 until his retirement in 2005. His academic background includes a Bachelor of Music Degree from Friends University, a Master of Music degree from
the University of Kansas and a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of Southern California.
Dr Riney is involved in state-wide adjudicatin music festivals and serving as a guest conductor for
festival and community choruses. He conducted the Wichita Symphony Orchestra Chorus in a performance of Handel’s “Messiah’ during the 1994 Christmas season in Carnegie Hall.
Dr. Riney was selected as “Kansas Musician of the Year” in 1973 by the Kansas Music Clubs. He
is past Chairman of Choral Standards and Repertoire for the American Choral Directors Association
and past president of the Kansas Choral Directors Association.
Dr. Riney was presented the Harry Robert Wilson award of the Kansas chapter of the American Choral Directors association for his outstanding contribution of choral music in Kansas and in 1993 Dr. Riney recieved the Governor’s Arts
Award from the Kansas Arts Commisssion. He recently was inducted into the Kansas Music Educators Hall of Fame. Dr
Riney is a member of the Boards of Wichita Symphony Society, Music Theatre of Wichita and the Salvation Army.
With over 40 years of working in Church Music, Dr. Riney is currenty the director of the choir at the Chapel Hill
United Methodist Church in Wichita.

Contact Steve Eubank KCDA Music and Worship Chair
sechoir@mac.com, ph. 785.806.1622 or 785-295-3198
Look for more information on the KCDA website soon!
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Send Them Forth with a Song:
Choral Literature for Commencement
Winston Churchill famously said, “Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning of
the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.” Commencement is one such “end of the
beginning,” and as our students depart we are often asked to commemorate the occasion with a
song. The KCDA board members were asked for their most meaningful commencement songs;
sing them and weep . . .

Melissa Watkins, Derby High
School
R&S Chair for Senior High
Choirs
May It Be, arr. Brymer (Hal
Leonard)
SATB, piano
Medium
Let the River Run, arr. Higgens (Hal Leonard)
SATB, piano
Medium
Home on the Range, arr. Hayes (Hinshaw)
SATB, piano, harmonica
Medium

Steve Miller, Hesston Middle /
High School
KCDA Treasurer
Ubi Caritas, Durufle (Theodore
Presser)
SATB acappella
Medium

Janie Brokenicky, Riley County
Middle/High School
R&S Co-Chair for Women’s
Choirs
In Whatever Time We Have
(from “Children of Eden”), arr.
Huff (Hal Leonard)
SATB, piano
Medium/Easy

Bridge Over Troubled Water, arr. Kirby Shaw
(Shawnee Press)
SATB, piano
Medium

Steve Eubank, Topeka High
School
R&S Chair for Music and
Worship
Go Ye Children, Stephen Porter
(Alfred)
SATB, piano
Medium
To Everything There is a Season, Ed Harris
(Hinshaw)
SATB a cappella
Medium
Seeds Grow to Plants, Rutter (Bourne)
SATB, piano
Medium

Jane Vanderhoff, Garden City
High School
Southwest District Representative
Irish Blessing, Chilcott (Oxford)
SATB
Medium Easy
I Just Want to Thank You, Huff (Hal Leonard)
SATB, flute
Medium
Love Psalm, Meador (Carl Fischer)
SATB
Medium Difficult
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Elise Peterson, Pioneer Trail
Middle School, Olathe
KMEA State Choir Chair

Clark Comley, Sterling
Middle/High School
Southcentral District Representative

For Good (from Wicked), arr.
Huff (Hal Leonard)
SATB, SAB, or SSA with piano
(accompaniment track available)
Medium

From This House, Allaway (Santa
Barbara)
SATB, a capella, percussion
Medium

Omnia Sol (Let Your Heart Be Staid), Stroope
(Lorenz)
SATB, piano
Medium Difficult

Susan Nelson, Oberlin
Middle/High School
R&S Chair for Jazz and Show
Choirs
To Everything There is a Season,
Harris (Hinshaw)
SATB, piano
Medium
Letting Go (from Jekyll and Hyde), arr, Huff (Hal
Leonard)
SATB, piano
Medium

David Gardner, Southwestern
College
President Elect
Shall I Dream a Dream?,
Knowles (Hinshaw)
SAB, piano
Medium Easy
Psalm 150, Franck, arr. Gaines (Alfred)
SATB, piano or organ
Medium
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us, arr. Bock (Hal
Leonard)
SATB, piano
Medium
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Jason Sickel
Omnia Sol, Stroope (Heritage)
SATB, piano (optional brass quintet,
percussion)
Medium Easy
i carry your heart with me, Dickau
(Walton)
SATB divisi, piano
Difficult
Angela Yarnell Zysk, Eudora Middle/High School
KCDA Membership Chair
Here’s to Song, arr. Adams (McGroarty Music
Publishing)
SATB
Medium
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Excitement + Intensity = Memorable Choral Music Experience
Jason Sickel, Louisburg Middle/High School
R&S Chair for Treble Choirs

A

fter months of rehearsing on their own, 223 fifth
through ninth grade students came together for the
2011 KCDA Treble Honor Choir at the annual
KMEA in-service workshop in February. More than 500
audition tapes and CD’s were adjudicated last October, and
the final performance in the Century II Concert Hall was
proof that every singer on stage was worthy of being selected for this honor choir. Paul Caldwell, director of the Youth
Choral Theatre of Chicago, was the guest clinician. His
unique sense of humor coupled with an intense work ethic
made for an exciting and powerful day for all the students
involved. When asked to discuss her reaction to Mr.
Caldwell, Rylee Mooney, a student of Lori Davidson at
Bickerdyke Elementary in Russell, responded with “he was a
little unusual!” Lindsay Hart, a student of Marcheta Pearson
from California Trail Middle School in Olathe, thought
“Paul Caldwell was funny and perfect - because he seemed
like a kid himself!” I couldn’t agree more!
Paul’s programming was broad and allowed students to
dig a little bit deeper into the meaning and background
information each selection. Perhaps most moving was The
Song of Silent Voices, which was written to honor the victims
of the Rwandan genocide. Paul spoke at great length about
this tragedy and how he and Sean Ivory came to write the
song. Just watching the roomful of silent students as Paul
described the story of one specific girl named Clementine

reminded me again how crucial it is to connect our students
with the text of each and every choral piece. This song was
meaningful to many of the treble singers, including Jocelyn
Camarillo, a student of Rachel Massoth from Holcomb, who
said “I liked The Song of Silent Voice best because of the way
it talked about the Rwandan kids and how they wanted to be
heard. She also liked the way the composer included information from Clemantine’s life and the Holocaust together.”
The final concert was indeed a success. Paul included a
simple but lovely melody, Ferry Me Across the Water, complete with subtle animal sounds and a blowing breeze. The
concert ended with a folkloric piece from South Africa, Vela,
Vela, that included a small dance ensemble and a driving beat
from Paul’s own djembe. With such choral excitement and
intensity coming from that concert hall stage, it was impossible to end the concert without a standing ovation!
As we wind down this school year, please consider submitting applications for the 2012 KCDA Treble Honor
Choir. We’ve been creating a wonderful honor choir experience for our young singers for over a decade now, and it
has the ability to positively impact every singer involved.
Plan to attend our summer choral convention in July so
that you can get a sneak peek at next year’s repertoire and
get a head start on your own preparations. Let’s continue to
make memorable choral music experiences for as many treble singers as possible!

From PRESIDENT’S PEN, pg. 2

methods for beginning our choir rehearsals. Joe Miller will
provide a down-to-basics review of vocal technique as he
emphasizes that we serve as the only voice teacher most of our
students will have. And Doreen Rao will share her expertise
with our State Women’s Choir, and then will then share her
methods of working with treble voices at the final Saturday
sessions.
Nine reading sessions during the two-and-a-half day convention will offer something for everyone. Special interest
sessions have become a highlight for many, as our own Kansas
teachers share their wisdom in smaller settings. These sessions usually end up as round table discussions; the result is
what ought to be – we learn and become rejuvenated by each
other.
Two ensembles in addition to the Women’s Choir will
enrich us with performances: on Thursday, after the evening
Worship Service, the Sterling High School Vocal Jazz
Ensemble will energize us as we move into the Exhibitor’s
Open House. And on Friday, Voices of Prometheus, under the
direction of Paul Crabb, will be featured along with the State
Women’s Choir. And another new opportunity for our late
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Friday evening activities will be to attend a live show at Uncle
Bo’s; the club is located on the lower level of the Ramada and
features nationally renowned blues acts.
KCDA has been a very important part of my life, and the
opportunity to represent our members has been an honor. I
am amazed at how much work goes into planning and overseeing the conventions. With this in mind, (because KCDA is
constantly on my mind!), I look forward to passing the baton
to your new President, David Gardner, on July 9. What is
truly spectacular is the dedication of our KCDA Board
Members and their ability to create such great things at both
KMEA and the KCDA Conventions. I will not list names
because I would need to list our entire board but, do know,
that their work and dedication to KCDA has made my presidency much more manageable. The common phrase, “it takes
a village to raise a child,” should be changed to, “it takes an
ensemble of choral directors to create a great organization!”
What we are doing in Kansas is fantastic. I hope to see you in
Topeka this summer.
Greg Bontrager, President

T DA

Texas Choral Directors Association

56th Annual Convention and New Music Reading Clinic
July 27-30, 2011 – San Antonio Convention Center
he 2011 Convention will feature headliners
Donald Neuen, Jonathan Reed and 6DQGUD
6QRZ, plus 13 New Music Reading Sessions
and more than 250 titles. Choose from 35-plus
workshops at all levels, including workshops
specifically for Student Members. High school
students preparing for careers in music will benefit
from High School Student Day, a full-day conference

T

designed specifically for them. Enjoy performances
of TCDA Commissioned Works by Craig Hella
Johnson and Dan Davidson, the MS/JH Honor Choir
directed by 6DQGUD6QRZ, and the inaugural Church
Division Festival Chorus, directed by Donald Neuen.
Explore the Trade Show featuring more than 300
exhibit booths, and don’t miss the BBQ, with
entertainment by The House Jacks!

For registration information:
TCDA



7900 Centre Park Drive, Suite A



Austin, TX 78754



512/474-2801



TexasSings.org
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Membership Form
Form
Membership

1.

New Membership

1.

Renewal: #

Please print clearly

Online Renewal: www.acda.org
Fax or mail:
ACDA
545 Couch Drive
Oklahoma City, OK 73102-2207
Phone: 405-232-8161 x110
Fax: 405-232-8162 (no cover sheet please)
ldefrancis@acda.org

2. Name
First Name

Middle Name

Last Name

(If there are no changes in your membership info skip to #6)

Primary:

Address 1:

Boy
Children & Youth Community
Ethnic & Multicultural
Girls
Jazz
Men
SATB / Mixed
Show Choir
Women

Address 2:
City:
State / Province:
Postal Code / Country:
(

)

Fax:

(

)

Cell:

(

)

Last 4 # of SSN

4. Choir & Activity Types - Mark your current areas of
involvement. Mailings are based upon these selections

3. Mailing Address

Phone:

Suffix

Primary Email:

Primary:
ACDA Student Chapter
College & University
Community
Elementary
Junior
High
/
Middle
Music in Worship
Professional
Sr. High School
Supervisor / Administrator
Two-Year College
Youth & Student Activities

As a member, I support the mission and purposes of the
American Choral Directors Association.

I would like to receive email notifi cations from ACDA.

5. ACDA Membership - Including Choral Journal Subscription
Visit our web site for a description of these types. www.acda.org/membership

One Year
Two Years
Three
Years
Active (US and Canada)
$95.00
$190.00
$285.00
Active Iowa
(Active members who live in the state of Iowa)
$98.00
$196.00
$294.00
00
00
Active Minnesota (Active members who live in the state of Minnesota)
$110.
$220.
$330.00
00
00
International (Those outside the US & Canada - payment must be in U.S. dollars)
$135.
$270.
$405.00
Retired
$45.00
$90.00
$135.00
00
00
Retired Minnesota (Retired members who live in the state of Minnesota)
$60.
$120.
$180.00
Student (full and part-time students at any level)
$35.00
$70.00
$105.00
00
00
Associate (Choral Singers, Administrators & non-directors)
$95.
$190.
$285.00
00
00
Associate Minnesota
(Administrators & non-directors who live in Minnesota)
$110.
$220.
$330.00
Institution (Ensemble or School/Church Music Dept.)
$110.00
$220.00
$330.00
00
00
Industry (Music-related businesses)
$135.
$270.
$405.00
Paying Life**
(Make a lifetime commitment)
$2,000.00 Annual Installment of $200.00 or greater $__________
**(To qualify for life membership, you must have been an active member of ACDA for a minumum of 10 years)
6. Payment - Payable to ACDA in US Dollars. Total: $
Check #_________________ (Enclosed) Do not fax if mailing a check
Visa

MasterCard

Discover

American Express

PO_______________ (PO form & this form must arrive together)

Membership will be renewed upon receipt of payment.

___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ Expiration Date: ___ ___ / 20 ___ ___

C V V 2 Code: ___ ___ ___

Name on Card:__________________________________________ Signature: _______________________________________________
Billing Address:___________________________________________ Date: _______________________
______________________________________________________
I agree to pay the total according to the credit card issuer agreement and acknowledge that all sales are final unless duplicate payment is made,
© ACDA Revised January 27, 2011
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Scho

KCDA Summer Convention Registration Form

R a m a d a C o n v e n t i o n C e n t e r 4 2 0 S E 6th A v e, T o p e k a, KS 6 6 6 0 7
For reservations: call (785) 234-5400 For special hotel offers, go to www.ramada.com

Date

ACDA membership #

Name

Exp. Date
Guest Name

School or town (for badge)
Home Address
City/Zip

Home Phone ( )

School/Institution Name
Work Address
City/Zip
Work Phone ( )

Fax ( )

E-mail
Active Members KMEA special (before March 1)

$85.00

Active Members Pre-Registration

$100.00

Active Members On-Site or after June 15

$115.00

Retired Members Pre-Registration

$70.00

Retired Members On-Site or after June 15

$85.00

New Members (since Sept.) Pre-Registration

$55.00

New Members (since Sept.) On-Site or after June 15

$75.00

Students Pre-Registration

$20.00

Students On-Site or after June 15

$30.00

Guest Pre-Registration (Reading packets not included)

$25.00

Guest On-Site/after June 15 (Reading packets not included)

$40.00
Total

ALL REGISTRATIONS INCLUDE BOTH FRIDAY AND SATURDAY LUNCHEONS
NO PURCHASE ORDERS OR CREDIT CARDS
If your membership expires before July, you must renew your membership before you can pre-register.
Renewing (or non) members must write TWO CHECKS: One payable to KCDA for registration, and the
second to ACDA for active membership dues. Visit acdaonline.org for membership form and fees.

Mail registrations to: Becky Thomas, secretary, 8130 Bell Rd, Lenexa, KS 66219

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY: Check #

Date received
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LOG ON &
CHECK
OUT OUR
UPDATED
WEBSITE
TODAY!

www.kansaschoral.com

Kansas Choral Directors Association
Tabor College
400 N. Jefferson
Hillsboro, KS 67063
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