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The President’s Pen

T

o the tune of I’ve Got Rhythm:
It’s 4th quarter, I need coffee,
We teach music, who could ask for anything more?

Sing with feeling, one more time please,
Now you’ve got it, who could ask for anything
more?
Some are tired, some are absent,
It is stressful, who could ask for anything more?
It’s all worth it, we make a difference,
We are music teachers, who could ask for anything more? Who could ask for anything
more!!!!

Laura
VanLeeuwen

Fourth quarter. We really start feeling every emotion—the joy, the
stress, the super long days, the desire for one more rehearsal, short
nights... But! Summer is on the horizon. Year after year, I wouldn’t trade
any of these feelings as we have the absolute best job. We are music
educators—we teach, we inspire, we encourage. We recharge and reconnect.
KMEA 2015: Another huge success. We experienced a great reading session and luncheon along with many inspiring performances, including
our own KCDA Treble Honor Choir. Many friends and colleagues were
at the national ACDA convention in Salt Lake, but a good conference was
still had by all. Who could ask for anything more? And yet, there is
more!
KCDA 2015: Andre Thomas, Eric Barnum, Eph Ehly, Andrea Ramsey,
Mary Lynn Lightfoot, and Robert Bode to name a few. Who could ask for
anything more? Ok, here is more:
Thursday evening KCDA honor choirs and membership will sing under the direction of Andre Thomas.
Friday evening’s concert will be comprised of three peformances:
the KCDA Women’s Choir directed by Andrea Ramsey; our 1st annual
KCDA Men’s choir directed by Jake Narverud; and the Heartland Men’s
Chorus under the direction of President-Elect, Dustin Cates.
Ten reading sessions
Are you still wanting more?!
You’ve got it: A NEW LOCATION. The KCDA board is proud to be
moving our convention to the Topeka Capitol Plaza Hotel. A beautiful
new space for the summer and I’m excited to see all of you July 9-11th in
Topeka, Kansas.
As I write these final words of my last “President’s Pen” column, I can
truly say what an honor it has been to be your KCDA President. While it
See PRESIDENT’S PEN, page 13

KCDA BOARD MEMBERS 2014-2015

The Editor’s Box

I

think that an enjoyable
book to write would be
one entitled Idioms for
Idiots, or, perhaps, Metaphors in the Hands of Morons. Typically, in attempt to
be both expressive and erudite, a writer or speaker will
extend his vocabulary too far
and suddenly finds himself
verbally over a barrel without a paddle. And when you
Brad Vogel
question him as to his meaning, it’s often not accepted well—it’s just adding insult
to inquiry . . .
I have the great fortune of working with an academic dean at Tabor College who is a former musician,
and who both loves and understands the arts. He also
has a wonderful vocabulary, and paints clear pictures
of issues by his use of idioms and metaphors. A favorite expression, to guard against overstating an issue,
is to “not overgild the lily.” (Ironically, the statement
itself takes Shakespeare one step further than originally stated and thus does what it warns not to do— a
little like the pot calling the kettle black and white . . .)
(He’s also fond of the word “kerfuffle,” which usually
causes a silly debate about whether the word is “kerfuffle” or “kerfluffle”.)
If I were to choose an idiom to scramble in order to
describe the Kansas Choral Directors Association, I’d
wrangle the familiar “the more things change, the more
they stay the same.” I am currently in my 15th year on
the KCDA Board (I think that’s correct—as you know,
time flies like an arrow, and fruit flies like a banana),
and I’ve witnessed the organization move from scrambling to get by to having funds to start new initiatives
and attract top shelf clinicians. As the board discussed
the types of reading sessions to host at this summer’s
convention, I reflected on how the debate has vacillated between limiting the number of sessions in order to save money, to now expanding the number of
sessions in order to serve a diverse KCDA population.
The phrase that popped into my head during
the discussion was a reordering of the idiom quoted
above, now stating that “the more things stay the
See EDITOR’S BOX, page 13
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Abundant joy

H

ow else can I explain the gathering
of 200 5th- through
9th- grade singers? Joy was
truly abundant throughout the day of the KCDA
Statewide Treble Honor
Choir. Even at 8:30 in the
morning, the main worship space of the Metropolitan Baptist Church was
in constant motion: teachChristine
ers milled about giving last
Freeman
minute
encouragement
and instructions, the air was full of squeals and
nervous chatter, and the prevailing looks on faces
were either big yawns or big smiles.
This is the first time the KCDA has used the
beautiful space at Metropolitan Baptist Church
for rehearsal. While there was initially some
reticence about rehearsing away from Century II
Convention Center, ultimately it was a good move.
Many students reported that they were comfortable in the new space, and many teachers appreciated the acoustics. It was a joy to find a home for
the annual event and to work with such a knowledgeable and welcoming staff.
At the first downbeat of rehearsal, the room
was alive with energy. The students, although
nervous about the day, were eager to prove themselves to their clinician. Meredith Bowen, DMA
Candidate at Michigan State University, took them
on an introspective journey; throughout the day
they used their imaginations and delved deep
into the meaning of the music and how they could
relate each text to some part of their own lives.
Bowen complimented the students, “They were so
well prepared. It was great to work on expression
right away.” They found new joy in singing about
and imitating a variety of instruments in Brunner’s Spiritual Musick. They musically illustrated
a sunrise cutting through the trees at the conclusion of Ramsey’s This Indeed is Music. Ms. Bowen
set high expectations immediately and the singers continuously met and exceeded them. “We
worked hard, I think. I am so exhausted but it was
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KCDA Statewide
Treble Honor Choir

really cool,” said Abby Fanous from Aubry Bend
Middle School, Overland Park.
The performance was indeed “really cool.”
One audience member remarked, “I have never
heard such a gorgeous treble sound. I was almost
listening for mistakes by the end because it was
so near perfection.” The students put their hearts
into the music and delivered a joyful concert.
Abundant joy is what I feel as I conclude my
tenure as chair of the honor choir. Over the last
four years, I have met and built relationships with
many of the finest choral teachers in the state. I
have had the opportunity to welcome fantastic clinicians. Most of all, I am overjoyed at the proof I
see every year that choral music is alive and well in
Kansas, and I am humbled to work alongside such
amazing people. There may be some tough times
ahead for education—never forget that as choral
music educators, what we do changes hearts and
saves lives. Thank you for changing my life for the
better these past four years.
-Christine Freeman,
Repertoire & Standards Chair, Children’s Choirs

Schedule-at-a-Glance
This schedule is up-to-date as of publication. The most current version will be posted on
kansaschoral.com. Session locations are yet to be announced.

Thursday, July 9
7:30 AM
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Registration
Reading 1: MS/JH/Training Choirs
Clinic 1: Dr. Andre Thomas
Reading 2a: Holiday Music—HS/College
Reading 2b: Holiday Music—MS/JH
11:00 AM Clinic 2a: Dr. Andre Thomas
Clinic 2b: Amy & Jonathan Krinke
NOON
Lunch (on your own)
New Director Luncheon
1:45 PM
Clinic 3a/Reading 3: Dr. Andre Thomas
Clinic 3b: Cathy Crispino
2:45 PM
Exhibitor’s Hall Grand Opening
3:30 PM
Reading 4a: Unison/Two-Part
Reading 4b: Large HS/College
4:30 PM
Reading 5a: Tried & Proven MS/Jr. High
Reading 5b: Tried & Proven HS/College
Clinic 4: Musicals That Work!
5:30 PM
Dinner (on your own)
7:30 PM
KCDA Convention Sing! Dr. Andre Thomas,
Conductor
8:30-11 PM Exhibitor Open House

Friday, July 10
7:30 AM
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:30 AM

Registration
Reading 6a: Beginning Men & Women
Reading 6b: Music for Worship
Visit the Exhibits & Resource Room
Clinic 5a: Dr. Eric Barnum
Clinic 5a: iChoir Tech Session

10:30 AM
10:45 AM

Break/Door Prize Drawings
Clinic 6a: Dr. Eric Barnum
Clinic 6b: Dr. Robert Bode
11:45 AM Exhibitor’s Luncheon (Included with
registration)
1:00 PM
Reading 7a: The Music of Eric Barnum
Reading 7b: Mary Lynn Lightfoot: MS/JH
Clinic 7: TBA
2:00 PM
Exhibitor’s Last Call
2:30 & 3:15 PM n YOU PICK TWO SESSIONS:
Conductors & Accompanists: Michael Hanawalt
Developing a Choir Patron Drive: Dustin Cates
Road Trip! Choir Trips & Tours: Dr. Mark Bartel
Teaching Choir w/ Common Core: Gretchen Harrison
4:00 PM
Reading 8a: Mary Lynn Lightfoot: SATB
Clinic 8/Reading 8b: Eph Ehly: Church Music
Clinic 9/Reading 8c: Honor Choirs Rep & Info
5:00 PM
Dinner (on your own)
7:30 PM
Cathedral Concert: All-State Men’s and
Women’s Choirs, HRW Award Presentation,
Heartland Men’s Chorus at Grace Cathedral

Saturday, July 11
7:30 AM
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

Registration
Reading 9: Pop/Show/Vocal Jazz
Clinic 10: Dr. Andrea Ramsey
Reading 10: Dr. Andrea Ramsey
Clinic 11: Show Choir & Theatrical Elements
Closing Comments/
KCDA Summer Convention 2016 Preview

Reserve your room now for a discounted rate!
Reservations can be made online at www.capitolplazahoteltopeka.com. Click on “Reservations” and you will
be redirected to reservations page. Select “Group Code” and enter code CHORAL15 for the discounted rate.
Once the code is entered, you will be able to select the dates and book your reservation. OR, call the hotel directly at (800) 579-7937. (Please mention you are part of KS Choral Directors Association or group code KCD5.)
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Convention headliners
n

Dr. André Thomas

A

ndré J. Thomas is the Owen F. Sellers Professor of Music and Director of
Choral Activities at The Florida State University. Dr. Thomas has conducted
choirs at the state, division, and national conventions of both NAfME and
ACDA. His international conducting credits are extensive, including conductor/clinician for the International Federation of Choral Musicians, summer residency of
the World Youth Choir in the Republic of China and the Philippines, winter residency of the World Youth Choir in Europe, and a premier performance by an American
choir (The Florida State University Singers) in Vietnam.
Thomas has also distinguished himself as a composer/arranger, published by
Hinshaw Music, Mark Foster Music, Fitzsimmon Music, Lawson Gould, Earthsongs, and Heritage Music. Dr.
Thomas has also produced two instructional videos, What They See Is What You Get, a conducting workshop with Rodney Eichenberger, and Body, Mind, Spirit, Voice, focusing on adolescent voices, with Anton
Armstrong. He is a past president of the Florida ACDA and the Southern Division of ACDA.

n Dr. Thomas’s interest sessions:

A CONDUCTOR’S CHECK UP

WAY OVER IN BEULAH LAN’...

Basic conducting fundamentals will be covered with all
participants, and two conductors will be asked to conduct through one of the songs in the reading packet.

Following Dr. Thomas’ book of the same name,
this session will explore the historical development of the Negro Spiritual.

n

Dr. Eric Barnum

A

conductor and composer, Eric William Barnum continues to passionately
seek new ground in the choral field. Working with choirs of all kinds, his collaborative leitmotif endeavors to provide intensely meaningful experiences
for singers and audiences.
Barnum is currently the Director of Choral Music at the University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh. He holds the DMA in Choral Conducting from the University of Washington, having studied under the direction of Dr. Geoffrey Boers. He has an advanced degree in conducting from Minnesota State University, primary study with
Dr. David Dickau, as well as the BA in Composition and the BA in Vocal Performance
from Bemidji State University. He has appeared as a conductor across the United States, and has had the
opportunity to work with some of the most innovative minds in the choral field.
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His compositional voice and vision is gaining popularity around the globe with performances from
choirs internationally. He continually composes for choral ensembles of all types, from professional to
youth choirs, and has received numerous awards and prestigious grants, including the Bush Foundation
Artist Fellowship and the McKnight Foundation Grant. He has also held residencies with such ensembles
as Choral Arts (Seattle, WA), The Rose Ensemble (St. Paul, MN), Kantorei (Denver, CO), Magnum Chorum
(Minneapolis, MN), Coro Vocal Artists (Tucson, AZ), as well as with many high schools and collegiate choirs.

n Dr. Barnum’s interest sessions:

TELLING STORIES:
FINDING THE NARRATIVE
This session will explore what narrative is,
why it is important to the human experience and how we find it in some (not all)
compositions we rehearse and program.
It will also distinguish what a composer
may think about when working with a text
to evoke the particular narrative a poem
seeks to relay.

n

REMEMBERING WHAT’S REAL
This session will consider a synthesis of three ideas:
1. Self-understanding and realization
2. Issues of ownership
3. Shepherding and vulnerability
Can these three ideas be used in tandem to redefine our
ensemble paradigm and what it may mean to be a conductor in the day to day grind of rehearsals? Are there
ways to get those “special musical moments” we know
so well more often than once or twice a semester?

Dr. Andrea Ramsey

C

onductor, teacher and composer, Dr. Andrea Ramsey serves as the associate
director of choral studies and assistant professor of conducting at the University of Colorado-Boulder. She conducts the University Choir and Men’s Chorus, and teaches undergraduate and graduate conducting. With a doctorate from
Michigan State University, Dr. Ramsey studied conducting with Dr. David Rayl, Dr.
Sandra Snow, and Dr. Jonathan Reed. Prior to university teaching, Dr. Ramsey enjoyed considerable public school and children’s choir teaching experience.
An ASCAPlus award winning composer, Dr. Ramsey has over 70 works in print
with publishers such as Hal Leonard, Boosey & Hawkes, Oxford University Press,
Alliance, Santa Barbara, Walton, Colla Voce, and Carl Fischer. In demand for regular commissioned works,
she also enjoys guest residencies with choirs, and continues to serve as composer-in-residence to the Allegro Choirs of Kansas City where she has toured with the choirs to Austria and the Czech Republic (2008),
and Italy (2011).

n Dr. Ramsey’s interest session:

CHOIR IS _____. THE MEANINGS OF THE CHORAL EXPERIENCE, GRADES 7-12
The purpose of this session is to empower those who work with students in grades 7-12 with an understanding of what students discover and come to value in the artistic choral experience. Over 200 responses
See HEADLINERS, page 8
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KCDA All-State Men’s Chorus

N

ew this year, the Kansas All-State Men's
Choir is an honor choir is made up of male
students currently enrolled in grades 9-12
in a jr. high, high school, or community choir program in the state of Kansas. The ensemble will
give its premiere performance on Friday evening,
July 10, as part of the KCDA Summer Convention.

n

This summer’s premiere group will include
nearly 100 young men representing Allegro Choirs
of KC, Lawrence Children’s Choir, and Baxter
Springs, Bishop Carroll, Blue Valley SW, Chaparral, De Soto, Derby, Ellsworth, Emporia, Fredonia,
Harmon, Hesston, Lansing, Lawrence, McPherson,
Olathe, Ottawa, and South Barber High Schools.

Jacob Narverud

K

CDA is pleased to announce the
premiere performance of the
KCDA All-State Men’s Chorus,
conducted by Jacob Narverud. Jacob
Narverud is currently the composerin-residence with the Allegro Choirs
of Kansas City, where he also conducts the “Spirito” Young Men’s Ensemble and the “Brillante” Chamber
Choir. Jake was raised in Meriden, Kansas, and earned degrees from Emporia State University (B.M. Vocal Performance)
and the Conservatory of Music at the University of Missouri-

Kansas City (M.M. Conducting). He is
currently pursuing a D.M.A. in Choral Conducting from the University
of Kansas. Jake performs regularly
with the Kansas City Chorale and enjoys work as a guest conductor and
clinician. He lives on a small farm in
Lawrence, Kansas. Narverud’s music
is published by Wingert-Jones, Santa
Barbara Music Publishing, Carl Fischer, and Shawnee Press/Hal Leonard.

HEADLINERS, continued from page 7
were collected from singers in mixed, male only,
female only, auditioned, non-auditioned, public school and community children’s choruses in
three states. All students were asked to complete
the phrase “Choir is...” with his or her own meaning of the choral experience. A rich repository of
thoughts and personal stories were gleamed from
the students’ writings.
While the importance of music making is
not incidental, but rather essential to the choral
experience, the meanings of the choir for students grades 7-12 are far from confined to notes,
rhythms or technique. Themes emerged from the
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students’ writings such as: expression-awareness,
enjoyment-relaxation,
encompassing-unifying,
transformational-inspirational, friendship-social
value, learning-understanding, hard work-reward, and priority-identity. These findings have
practical application and relevance for educators
as they plan for instruction and shape their rehearsal environment, as well as in advocacy for
their choral programs. Through an engaging presentation utilizing the students’ own words, this
session will speak most directly to current and future 7-12 grade choral music educators.

Heartland Men’s Chorus

H

eartland Men’s Chorus is Kansas
City, Missouri’s 140-voice gay men’s
chorus, singing out in the Midwest
since 1986. At home, the chorus performs at
the historic Folly Theater to an annual audience of more than 7,000 and also presents
regional outreach concerts in a five-state
area. They have performed nationally and
internationally in joint concerts with other
GALA choruses and they regularly perform
at GALA Choruses international festivals. In
2009, HMC was featured at the national convention of The American Choral Directors
Association in Oklahoma City, and in 2003 at
the national conference of Chorus America
in Kansas City. In 2011, the Chorus received
the OUTMusic Award for OUTStanding Male
Chorus and in 1998 the GLAAD Leadership
Award.
More information about the Chorus, its
programs and recordings is available on
their website: www.hmckc.org.

n

Dustin Cates, artistic director

D

ustin is a proud native of Kansas City, Missouri and the newly
appointed Artistic Director of
the Heartland Men’s Chorus. Prior to
his work with HMC, Dustin spent eleven years teaching high school choral
music in the Kansas City area. He is
an active clinician, conductor and adjudicator throughout the Midwest, as
well as a member of the music ministry team at the United
Methodist Church of the Resurrection, where he assists with
choral and instrumental ensembles. Dustin is a member of
NAfME and ACDA. He serves on the Alumni Board for the
University of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music and
Dance and the University of Missouri-Kansas City Chancellor’s

LGBT Council.
Mr. Cates is President-Elect of the
Kansas Choral Directors Association,
and was the recipient of the Kansas
Outstanding Young Director Award
in 2009. He holds a Bachelor of Music Education from the University of
Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of
Music and Dance and a Master of Science in School Leadership from Baker
University. Of all his titles, Dustin
considers his most important to be
husband to Dr. Raymond Cattaneo,
and father to their son Emmaus.
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Reading Sessions

Interest
Sessions

Special sessions featuring:

Put on Your Ears: Encouraging Active Listening in the Choral Room and Voice Studio
-Pam Bushouse & Cathy Crispino
Technology

-Matt Udall

Thematic programming incorporating
choreography and choralography, while
teaching vocal technique and theory
-Doris Prater and Karen Simms
Conductors & Accompanists
-Dr. Michael Hanawalt
Developing a Choir Patron Drive
-Dustin Cates
Road Trip! Choir Trips & Tours
-Dr. Mark Bartel
Teaching Choir with the Common Core
-Gretchen Harrison
iChoir Technology
TBA

-TBA
-Amy & Jonathan Krinke

Show Choir & Theatrical Elements

-TBA

Musicals That Work!

-TBA

Mary Lynn
Lightfoot

Dr. Eph Ehly

Note: When registering for the convention, note which
10 reading sessions you will attend. Up to 10 reading
session packets are free with your registration, and are
guaranteed with pre-registration.
Music for Middle School/Junior High & High School
Training Choirs
Holiday Music for Beginning Ensembles
Holiday Music for Advanced Ensembles
Andre Thomas Reading Session
Unison/2 part
Large High School/College
Tried & Proven for Middle School
Tried & Proven for High School/College
Beginning Men and Beginning Women
Music for Worship
Eric Barnum Reading Session
Mary Lynn Lightfoot – SATB pieces for smaller choirs
Pop & Jazz Reading Session
Andrea Ramsey Reading Session
Preview Reading Session for the 2016 Treble Honor
Choir, Middle Level Honor Choir, and All State Honor Choir Repertoire

PAGE 10

n

CHORAL RANGE

President-elect candidates
Introducing the three candidates up for KCDA President

n

Dr. Mark Bartel

Mark Bartel is a versatile conductor and music educator who believes
in the power of choral music to bring
people together and to change lives.
For the past decade he has enjoyed
the opportunity to experience the
depth and breadth of choral music in
Kansas, having conducted all three
levels of KMEA district honor choirs
and travelled widely on choir tours and visits to schools. Since
2009 he has served on the board of the Kansas Choral Direc-

tors Association, first as R &S Chair for
Community Choirs, and currently as R
& S Chair for College and University
Choirs.
Now in his tenth year as Director
of Choral Music at Friends University
and Conductor of the Singing Quakers, Dr. Bartel oversees a program of
five choirs. Further, Dr. Bartel is in
his fifth year as Artistic Director and
Conductor of the Wichita Chamber
See BARTEL, page 13

n

Dr. Cindy Sheppard

Dr. Cynthia Sheppard has been Director of Choirs at Olathe South since
2001, where she also serves as Chair
of the Performing Arts Department.
In addition to her work with the choral program, Dr. Sheppard also teaches AP Music Theory, and has served
as an adjunct instructor in music education at MidAmerica Nazarene University in Olathe. Additionally, she has filled the role of KMEA
State Vocal Chair. Dr. Sheppard was recognized by her choral

colleagues in the Northeast District of
KMEA as the Outstanding High School
Choral Music Educator for 2012-2013,
and currently serves on the Kansas
Choral Directors Association Board as
the NE District Representative.
Dr. Sheppard believes that good
teachers continue to be lifelong learners, and lives out this theory through
her involvement as a singer with the
Kansas City choral ensemble, Musica
See SHEPPARD, page 13

n

Dr. Julie Yu

Dr. Julie Yu is Co-Director of Choral Studies at Kansas State University,
where she oversees eight choral ensembles, teaches undergraduate and
graduate choral conducting, and is
the Co-Artistic Director of the Summer
Choral Institute. The K-State Choirs
have been selected to perform at the
Kansas Music Educators Association
conference in 2009, 2012, 2013 and the Southwest American
Choral Directors Association conference in 2012. They have

also performed in the American Festival of Music in 2009 (Austria and
Czech Republic), 2011 (Italy), and 2014
(France). In 2007 she was the featured
speaker/clinician at the European
Music Educators Association Convention in Naples, Italy, and in 2009 was
the conductor for the European Music
Educators Association Honor Choir
in Oberwesel, Germany. She has also
given presentations and conducted
See YU, page 13
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KANSAS CHORAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION AWARDS
Award nominations submitted online at www.kansaschoral.com.
Yearly nomination deadline: May 1.

Harry Robert Wilson Award
The Harry Robert Wilson Award is awarded annually to one outstanding member of the Kansas Choral Directors Association. Awardees will demonstrate:
Excellence in choral music training, performance and scholarship
Commitment and contributions to choral music in the state of Kansas
Positive and supportive collegial interaction
Active participation, leadership and service to KCDA
Must have a minimum of 20 years in the Choral Music Profession
Selection Procedure
Nominations will be solicited from the general membership of KCDA
Nominees must be current members of KCDA (posthumous nominations accepted)
Nominators must submit biographical information, a letter of nomination and may be
asked to submit additional letters of support from KCDA members and/or colleagues, students and family
The KCDA Executive Board will select the most qualified nominees which will be presented to the current full board
Current members of the KCDA Full board will vote to determine the HRW Award Winner
Current members of the KCDA Executive Board are ineligible for nomination
Nominations are carried forward for two subsequent years and thereafter may be resubmitted

Prelude Award
Formerly the Young Director Award, the Prelude Award will be given annually to one outstanding member of the Kansas Choral Directors Association with at least three and no more than
five years of experience as a choral director in the State of Kansas. Awardees will demonstrate:
Successful teaching and performance in choral music in Kansas
Professional demeanor in interactions with colleagues
Potential as an exemplary professional with an extended career in choral music
A spirit of service through active participation and involvement in KCDA and/or KMEA
Selection Procedure
Nominations will be solicited from the general membership of KCDA
Nominees must be current members of KCDA in their 3rd, 4th or 5th year of experience as
a choral director in Kansas
Nominations must include biographical information, a letter of nomination from a current member of KCDA and a letter of support from an administrator, supervisor or mentor
The KCDA Executive Board will serve as the selection committee for reviewing nominations and voting to select a recipient
Current members of the KCDA Executive Board are ineligible for nomination
Nominations may be resubmitted anytime during the eligibility period (3 to 5 years) but
are not automatically carried forward for future consideration.
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PRESIDENT’S PEN, continued from page 2
is a bittersweet feeling to know my term is coming
to a close, I look forward to this summer where we
will have a wonderful convention, reconnect with
old friends, meet new ones, and I will pass on the
gavel to one of my dearest friends, Dustin Cates.
KCDA continues to be in great hands.
I have met incredible people and have worked
with a board full of amazing people that have a
tireless vision to keep KCDA growing, energetic,
vibrant, and reaching out to all levels of educators
the very best that we can. There are too many individuals to mention, so I simply say thank you,
and:
I couldn’t ask for anything more.
EDITOR’S BOX, continued from page 3
same, the more they change.” KCDA is anything
but an organization mired in what “has been”; I’ve
witnessed it move from city to city and site to site
for conventions, and taken part in the planning
of a variety of convention formats. But what has
never changed is KCDA’s commitment to serving
the choral art in the state of Kansas—that commitment has stayed the same, and as our convention attendance grows and changes and different
needs come to light, the board tweaks activities to
address the needs. That is what you will witness
upon attending this summer’s convention, in a
new place, with some new features.
And now, as a final encouragement, this final
barrage: You won’t be disappointed in the convention this summer—we’ve worked very hard to
get our ducks on the same page. We could stand
here and talk until the cows turn blue, but finally
you’ve got to step up to the plate and lay your cards
on the table. Learning something at this summer’s
event is as easy as falling off a piece of cake.
It will be as much fun as shooting monkeys in
a barrel.
BARTEL, continued from page 11
Chorale, and has expanded the choir’s outreach
and educational mission and recently by founding
the Kansas Choral Composition Prize, a program
which fosters new choral music in Kansas. From
2006-2011 he was the Artistic Director of the Wichita Community Children’s Choir.
Dr. Bartel has led his choirs in several performances at Kansas Music Educators Association

conventions as well as Southwest ACDA. Recent
and upcoming conducting and clinician engagements include festivals and honor choirs in Alabama and Texas, and the Canadian provinces of
Ontario and Manitoba.
Mark has held faculty positions at Hobart and
William Smith Colleges, Geneva, N.Y.; the University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario; and Canadian Mennonite University in Winnipeg, Manitoba. He completed his undergraduate studies at
Canadian Mennonite University and the University of Winnipeg. He holds the Master of Music
and Master of Sacred Music degrees from Southern Methodist University in Dallas, and the Doctor
of Musical Arts degree from the Eastman School of
Music in Rochester, N.Y.
SHEPPARD, continued from page 11
Vocale, and with active memberships in the American Choral Directors Association, Kansas Choral
Directors Association, National Association for
Music Education, and Kansas Music Educators Association. She is also a past singer with the Kansas
City Symphony Chorus and the Cathedral Choir of
Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral.
Dr. Sheppard has been an active music educator for 28 years, having previously taught in
Texas at Wayland University and Howard Payne
University. She holds degrees from William Jewell
College (with study at Oxford University), Southwestern Seminary, and the University of Missouri
(Columbia).
YU, continued from page 11
numerous honor choirs and festivals in California, Delaware, Kansas, Maine, Missouri, New York,
Oklahoma, Texas, and Virginia.
Before joining the Kansas State faculty, Dr. Yu
taught at choir at Norman North High School in
Norman, Oklahoma and San José State University.
Dr. Yu is a Conference and Immersion Day
Planning Member for SWACDA and a National
Board Member of the National Collegiate Choral
Organization. She previously served as the SWACDA Repertoire and Standards Chair for Youth and
Student Activities. She holds a Bachelor of Music
degree in music education from the University of
Central Oklahoma, Master of Music degree in choral conducting from Oklahoma State University,
and the Doctorate of Musical Arts degree in choral
conducting from the University of North Texas.
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KCDAConvention
Summer Convention
Registration
KCDA Summer
Registration
Form

Capitol
Plaza Hotel Center,
& Convention
Center,
1717
SW Topeka
Capitol Plaza Hotel
& Convention
1717 SW
Topeka
Boulevard,
T oBoulevard,
p e k a, KSTopeka,
66612 KS 66612
For
reservations:
Call
(800)
579-7937
For reservations: call (800) 579-7937
For special hotel offers, go to capitolplazahoteltopeka.com
For special hotel offers, go to http://www.capitolplazahoteltopeka.com/
Date

ACDA membership #

Name

Exp. Date
Guest Name

School or town (for badge)
Home Address
City/Zip

Home Phone (

)

School/Institution Name
Work Address
City/Zip
Work Phone (

)

Cell Phone, opt. (

)

E-mail
Elementary

Please circle areas of interest:
Church Choir

Community Choir

Middle Level

Jazz/Show Choir

PRE-REGISTRATION (before June 1, 2015)
Active Members*
$100.00
Retired members*
$70.00
$55.00
New Members (since September)*
Student members*
$20.00
Guests (Reading packets not included)* $25.00

High School

Women’s Choirs

Collegiate
Men’s Choirs

AFTER JUNE 1/ON-SITE REGISTRATION
Active members**
$125.00
Retired Members**
$85.00
New Members (since September)**
$75.00
Student Members**
$30.00
Guests (Reading packets not included)**
$40.00

**Your registration includes TEN packets of music (NOT including Honorable Mention Titles). Please select your packets below**
If you wish to purchase additional packets, please include $5.00 PER packet with your registration.
$85.00
$50.00

SPECIAL OFFERS
KMEA special for Active Members (before March 6)

One-Day Members PRE-REGISTERED (Circle one):

$65.00

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

One-Day Workshop (Non-KCDA Members & ON-SITE Registration Attendees)
st

st

*Members who register BEFORE JUNE 1
are guaranteed packets at the door when you arrive.

**If you register AFTER JUNE 1 ,
KCDA cannot guarantee on-site packet availability.

SIMULTANEOUS READING SESSIONS

SINGLE READING SESSIONS

Holiday/Winter—HS/College

Holiday/Winter—MS/JH

MS/JH/Training Choirs

Unison/Two-Part

Large HS/College

Dr. Andre Thomas

Tried & Proven—MS/JH

Tried & Proven—HS/College

Pop/Show/Vocal Jazz

Beginning Men & Women

Music for Worship

Dr. Andrea Ramsey

Music of Eric Barnum

Mary Lynn Lightfoot—MS/JH

Mary Lynn Lightfoot (SATB)

Dr. Eph Ely—Church Music

Honorable Mentions (Honor Choir Titles…plan to pay vendors ON-SITE, if you keep these titles)
☺ This space was intentionally left blank ☺
☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺

***PURCHASE ORDERS ARE NOT ACCEPTED***
REGISTRATION MAY BE COMPLETED AND PAID WITH CREDIT CARD ONLINE AT

www.kansaschoral.com

If your membership expires before July, please renew your membership before pre-registering.
If paying by check, renewing or new members must write TWO CHECKS: One payable to KCDA for registration, and the
second to ACDA for membership dues. Visit acda.org for membership form and fees.

Send mail-in registrations to: Elise Peterson, secretary, 512 N. Curtis St., Olathe, KS 66061
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY: Check # __________ Amount enclosed __________ Date received __________
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Kansas Choral Directors Association
Tabor College
400 N. Jefferson
Hillsboro, KS 67063

Stay up-to-date online at kansaschoral.com
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Choral Connections: Connect n Learn n Recharge
REGISTER TODAY! COMPLETE THE FORM ON PAGE 15.
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